

Many scientists think the first modern humans appeared in Africa about 200,000 years ago. These early humans lived during a time called the Stone Age. Early humans gradually developed tools, such as sharpened stones for processing food, flint axes, and spears. These people were hunter-gatherers. They hunted animals and gathered wild plants for survival. They learned to use fire. These early people also developed language and created art, including cave paintings and carvings.

During the Paleolithic Era, early people began to move around.  Scientists believe humans went first from Africa to Asia.  Early peoples eventually spread over thousands of years to Europe, Australia, North America, and South America.  People learned to sew clothing from animal skins, build shelters, create new and better tools, and make pottery. 
A major change occurred about 5,000 years ago in Southwest Asia, but later in other parts of the world. There, people learned how to grow food crops by planting seeds. They also learned to raise animals, rather than following herds. This huge shift from food gathering to food producing is called the Agricultural, or Neolithic, Revolution.



In several parts of the world, bands of hunter-gatherers settled down in farming settlements. Over time, their cultures became more complex. Most early civilizations grew up along rivers. Three of the earliest were at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. Mesopotamia lay between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Cities appeared between 4000 and 3000 BC. Sumer was the world’s first advanced society, with religion, technology, armies, and a social order. They also developed cuneiform, the world’s first writing system, which used picture symbols on clay tablets.

Other civilizations, such as Babylonia, Assyria, and Phoenicia, followed Sumer in Mesopotamia.   In 1792 BC, Hammurabi became the Babylon’s king.  He is credited with putting together the earliest known written collection of laws called Hammurabi’s Code.  These laws dealt with almost every part of daily life, like trade, loans, and theft to injury, marriage, and murder.  Hammurabi’s Code is famous because the laws were written down and displayed for all to see. People all over the empire could tell exactly what actions were against the law.

At about the same time, other people settled along the Nile River in Egypt. Around 3100 BC, the kingdom of Egypt arose. Ruled by a pharaoh, ancient Egyptians developed a society with a strict class order, a religion with many gods, trade, art, a powerful military, and a system of writing called hieroglyphics.  They also later developed papyrus, a long-lasting paper-like material made from reeds. One important ruler was Hatshepsut (the stepmother of a pharaoh considered too young to rule), who greatly increased trade.  The last prominent ruler was Ramses the Great who greatly increased the size of the kingdom. Egyptians were also known for their buildings, including massive temples and pyramids. 



The civilization of the Hebrews dates back to Abraham, who settled in Canaan on the Mediterranean Sea between 2000 and 1500 BC. The Hebrews, or Jewish people, endured a period of slavery in Egypt. They were led back to Canaan by Moses around 1200 BC, a journey known as the Exodus. According to the Bible, on this journey, God gave Moses a set of laws called the Ten Commandments. The Jews believed that, if they obeyed God, followed the Ten Commandments, and valued human life, self-control, and justice, God would look after them. The Jews’ religion became known as Judaism. Historians believe it was the first monotheistic religion. Monotheism is the belief in only one god.

Over their history, the Jews have suffered periods of persecution and exile. Their capital, Jerusalem, has been destroyed, and many Jews were forced to move away from Israel, their homeland. They were conquered by neighboring peoples, including the Assyrians, Chaldeans, and Romans. Numerous revolts ended in failure. Through difficult times, their faith has remained strong. Jewish values, such as justice, obedience to the law, and education, have been especially influential in Western civilization. Christianity grew from Jewish roots. Judaism also has much in common with Islam. Today, Jews live all over the world.


One of the greatest of all ancient civilizations developed in a rocky, mountainous region in the Mediterranean Sea. Around 600 BC, small, independent city-states grew up in Greece. The most important city-state, Athens, soon set up trading colonies and grew more powerful. Early in its history, Athens was ruled by aristocrats (rich land-owners) and then by a king called a tyrant. Around 500 BC, however, a new form of government was invented in Athens—a democracy.  Athens’ version of democracy was a direct democracy, in which, all male citizens could participate in assemblies to speak about, and then vote on important political issues.  (By contrast, the US has a representative democracy in which people vote for representatives who make laws.)
Athens flourished for only a short time but during this golden age, there were many advances in art, philosophy, history, architecture, mathematics, science and literature.  In philosophy, Socrates, his student Plato, and his student Aristotle thought that people should use reason, clear and ordered thinking, to govern their lives.  In literature, Homer wrote epic poems, the Iliad and Odyssey. The Iliad describes how Achilles helped the Greeks defeat the Trojans. The Odyssey tells the story of the hero Odysseus during his journey home from the war. Greeks also created a rich mythology, stories about gods and heroes to explain how the world works.  Some of the best known Greek gods are Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Apollo, and Aphrodite. Greek authors created new forms of writing such as drama - plays by Sophocles and Aristophanes are still performed today. 

In the mid-400s BC, however, Athens lost a destructive war with another city-state, the military state of Sparta. The war weakened all of Greece, and within 100 years, Greece was conquered by Macedonia, a small country north of Greece. However, the leader of Macedonia, Alexander the Great, admired Greek culture tremendously. He spread this culture throughout Asia as he built a huge empire. Through Alexander, Greek culture was preserved.



India is separated by mountains, deserts, and seas from the rest of Asia. This isolation helped India develop its own special civilizations. The earliest civilization in India was the Harappan that grew up along the Indus River. 

The caste system divided society into strict social classes called castes, mostly based on a person’s job and family.  The four main castes were Brahmins, or priests; Kshatriyas, or rulers and soldiers; Vaisyas, or farmers and traders; and Sudras, or workers, servants, and non-Aryans. Below even Sudras were untouchables who were outcasts and considered unclean.  Strict rules, called sutras, governed interactions between people of different castes – for example, people from different castes could not marry or eat together. 

India’s main religion of today is Hinduism.  Hindus believe in many gods, who are all different parts of one god. Hindus also believe in reincarnation, or rebirth into another life form, and the importance of doing one’s duty.  

India is also the birthplace of another world religion, Buddhism, which began in the 500s BC, by a man named Siddhartha, or Buddha meaning “the enlightened one.”  Buddha taught that people suffered because they were too attached to material goods. By overcoming their ignorance and desire for material goods, people could reach nirvana, or perfect peace. The new religion of Buddhism spread quickly throughout India and to other Asian countries.

In the 320s BC, a great leader named Asoka united most of India in one kingdom. This period of stability was also a classical age of Sanskrit literature.  For example, in the Bhagavad Gita (“Song of the Lord”), the god Krishna gives advice about life.



China’s first civilization was located along the Huang He, or Yellow River, in northern China.  China is a vast and varied land making it difficult to control and unify. 

During a period of social chaos in the 500s BC, a man named Confucius looked for solutions to China’s problems. He called for people to behave morally, be loyal, and perform their proper roles in society with honor and respect.  Another belief system, called Daoism, suggested that people should live in harmony with nature.

In 221 BC, the Qin Dynasty rose to power.  Its great emperor Shi Huangdi was able to unify all of China with his ruthless policies. He also built a Great Wall to protect China from its enemies. 
The Han Dynasty took power around 200 BC. They adopted Confucianism to create a strong central government, centralizing power, raised taxes and controlled grain supplies.  Art and learning thrived under the Han.  Important developments included better iron making techniques, the production of pottery, paper and silk.  They also opened trade routes to other countries, including the Silk Road across Asia to Europe. Also at this time, Buddhism arrived in China from India.


The city of Rome lies on a river near the western coast of Italy, a peninsula that extends out into the Mediterranean Sea. This beneficial location helped Rome become the greatest civilization of the ancient world. Rome was founded in the 700s BC and became a republic in 509 B.C. Over centuries, the Roman Republic created a written constitution, a system of laws, and a three-part government with executive, legislative, and judicial branches and a system of checks and balances to prevent one group from gaining too much power. 
After many years of social and political disorder, however, Augustus seized power in 27 BC ending the republic and making Rome an empire.  Under its emperors, Rome expanded into a vast empire that stretched from Britain to Mesopotamia. The Roman Empire was united by an extensive road network, a common money system, and its magnificent army. People throughout the empire felt proud to be Roman citizens. But even this great empire eventually weakened and fell in the AD 400s. Its many contributions to the world live on. Its laws, science, architecture, literature, and art are still admired. Its language, Latin, is used today. 
Another contribution of Rome is the expansion of Christianity. The religion was born in the Roman Empire, and within a few centuries Constantine made Christianity the empire’s official religion.
6.1  - Students describe what is known through archaeological studies of the early physical and cultural development of humankind from the Paleolithic era to the agricultural revolution.





6.2 -  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush.





6.3  -   Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the Ancient Hebrews.





6.4  - Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Ancient Greece.





6.5 -  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of India.





6.6 -  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of China.





6.7 -  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures during the development of Rome.





Essential Sub-Standards: (1 question)


6.1.2.- Identify the locations of human communities that populated the major regions of the world and describe how humans adapted to a variety of environments.








Essential Sub-Standards: (2 questions)


6.2.1 – Locate and describe the major river systems and discuss the physical setting that supported permanent settlement and early civilizations.


6.2.3 – Understand the relationship between religion and the social and political order in Mesopotamia and Egypt.


6.2.4 – Know the significance of Hammurabi’s Code


6.2.5 – Discuss the main features of Egyptian art and architecture


6.2.9 – Trace the evolution of language and its written forms.





Essential Sub-Standards: (3 questions)


6.3.1 – Describe the origins and significance of Judaism as the first monotheistic religion based on the concept of one God who sets down moral laws for humanity.


6.3.2 – Identify the sources of ethical teachings and central beliefs of Judaism (the Hebrew Bible, the Commentaries): belief in God, observance of Law, practice of the concepts of righteousness and justice, and importance of study; and describe how the ideas of the Hebrew traditions are reflected in the moral and ethical traditions of Western civilization.


6.3.4 – Discuss the location of the settlements and movements of Hebrew peoples, including the Exodus and their movement to and from Egypt, and outline the significance of the Exodus to the Jewish and other people.


6.3.5 – Discuss how Judaism survived and developed despite the continuing dispersion of much of the Jewish population from Jerusalem and the rest of Israel after the  destruction of the second Temple in A.D. 70





Essential Sub-Standards: (3 questions)


6.4.2 – Trace the transition from tyranny and oligarchy to early democratic forms of government and back to dictatorship in ancient Greece, including the significance of the invention of the idea of citizenship (e.g. from Pericles’ Funeral Oration)


6.4.3 – State the key differences between Athenian, or direct, democracy and representative democracy.


6.4.4 – Explain the significance of Greek mythology to the everyday life of people in the region and how Greek literature continues to permeate our literature and language today, drawing from Greek mythology and epics, such as Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, and from Aesop’s Fables.


6.4.7 – Trace the rise of Alexander the Great and the spread of Greek culture eastward and into Egypt.


6.4.8 – Describe the enduring contributions of important Greek figures in the arts and sciences (e.g., Hypatia, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Euclid, Thucydides).





Essential Sub-Standards: (2 questions)


6.5.1 – Locate and describe the major river system and discuss the physical setting that supported the rise of this civilization.





6.5.4 – Outline the social structure of the caste system.


6.5.5 – Know the life and moral teachings of the Buddha and how Buddhism spread in India, Ceylon, and Central Asia.











Essential Sub-Standards: (2 questions)


6.6.3 – Know about the life of Confucius and the fundamental teachings of Confucianism and Daoism.


6.6.5 – List the policies and achievements of the emperor Shi Huangki in unifying northern China under the Qin Dynasty.


6.6.6 – Detail the political contributions of the Han Dynasty to the development of the imperial bureaucratic state and the expansion of the empire.


6.6.7 – Cite the significance of the trans-Eurasian “silk roads” in the period of the Han Dynasty and Roman Empire and their locations.





Essential Sub-Standards: (3 questions)


6.7.1 – Identify the location and describe the rise of the Roman Republic, including the importance of such mythical and historical figures as Aeneas, Romulus and Remus, Cincinnatus, Julius Caesar, and Cicero.


6.7.2 – Describe the government of the Roman Republic and its significance (e.g. written constitution and tripartite government, checks and balances, civic duty).


6.7.4 – Discuss the influence of Julius Caesar and Augustus in Rome’s transition from republic to empire.


6.7.6 – Note the origins of Christianity in the Jewish Messianic prophecies, the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as described in the New Testament, and the contribution of St. Paul the Apostle to the definition and spread of Christian beliefs (e.g., belief in the Trinity, resurrection, salvation).


6.7.8 – Discuss the legacies of Roman art and architecture, technology and science, literature, language, and law.








