
The Great Awakening was a religious movement that swept through the American colonies. After years of population growth, religious leaders wanted to spread religious feeling throughout the colonies. In the late 1730s, these ministers began holding revivals. These were emotional gatherings where people came together to hear sermons.

This movement takes its name from the “great awakening” colonists experienced in their religious lives. Jonathan Edwards of Massachusetts was one of the most important leaders. His dramatic sermons told sinners to ask forgiveness for their sins or face punishment in hell forever.  In 1738 British minister George Whitefield made several trips to America. He held revivals from Georgia to New England, emphasizing personal religious experiences and spiritual equality over church doctrine.

The Great Awakening raised ideas that had an effect on colonial politics.  Although it was a religious movement, it also changed political life by encouraging greater personal independence.  Sermons about spiritual equality of all people led some colonists to begin asking for more political equality. Revivals became popular places to talk about political and social issues. Ministers from different colonies began sharing ideas with one another. People from colonies where there was less political freedom were introduced to more democratic systems used in other colonies.


In June 1776 the Second Continental Congress created a committee to write a document declaring the colonies’ independence. The committee members included John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson was the main author of the document.

The Declaration of Independence formally announced the colonies’ break from Great Britain and provided justification for the separation.  It also it expressed three main ideas:

· The first idea was that all men possess natural rights. These basic rights include “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

· The second idea was that King George III had violated the colonists’ rights. There is a list of over 25 rights’ violations. For example, Jefferson charged the king with passing unfair laws and interfering with colonial governments. Jefferson also accused the king of taxing colonists without their consent. 

· Third, Jefferson argued that the colonies had the right to break away from Great Britain and form a new government. Jefferson was influenced by the Enlightenment idea of the social contract, the idea that governments must protect the rights of citizens. In exchange, the people agree to be governed. Jefferson said that because King George III had broken the social contract with the colonists, the colonists should no longer obey him.

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence. This act broke all ties to the British Crown. The United States of America was born.

In forming a new gov’t, Americans were influenced by a wide range of political ideas:

· One of these was English law. England had limited the power of its monarchs (kings & queens) in two documents, the Magna Carta and the English Bill of Rights. The Magna Carta (1215) required the king to follow the same laws as other English people. The English Bill of Rights (1689) prevented the king from passing new taxes or changing laws without Parliament’s approval.


· Americans were also influenced by the principles of the Enlightenment. The ideas of John Locke were especially popular. Locke believed that there was a social contract between political leaders and the people they ruled. Under this contract, the government had a duty to protect people’s rights. Americans also looked to the ideas of the French philosopher Baron de Montesquieu who believed that the only way people could achieve liberty was through the separation of governmental powers.  Based on their beliefs, Locke and Montesquieu would advocate a republican or democratic form of government. 


Americans also developed their own models of self-government. In 1620 the Pilgrims signed the Mayflower Compact to govern themselves at Plymouth colony.  In New England, colonists held town meetings where they elected their officials. In Virginia, the House of Burgesses was the first elected assembly in any British colony. 
During the American Revolution nearly every colony wrote a state constitution. These constitutions supported republicanism. (In a republic, citizens elect representatives who are responsible to the people.)  To keep leaders from gaining too much power, state constitutions also created limited gov’ts with rules to protect the rights of citizens. 

Some members of the Constitutional Convention wanted only small changes to the Articles of Confederation, while others wanted to rewrite the Articles completely. A major topic of debate was about how much power the federal government should have.  Most of the delegates at the Constitutional Convention wanted a strong national government. At the same time, they wanted to protect the idea that political authority belongs to the people. Delegates also wanted to balance the power of the national government with the powers of the states. They did this through federalism, sharing power between a central government and the states that make up a nation.
One dispute that arose at the Constitutional Convention was about how to determine representation in Congress.  Delegates from Virginia wanted a legislature (Congress) with two chambers made up of representatives chosen on the basis of population. An alternate plan proposed by New Jersey delegates called for a single chamber in which each state would have an equal number of votes.  Both plans were incorporated into the Great Compromise.

Another topic of debate was about whether slaves would be counted as part of a state’s population.  Southern states wanted slaves to be counted, which would give them more representatives, and thus more power, in Congress. Northerners disagreed. They wanted the number of slaves to determine taxes but not representation. A compromise was reached.  Three-fifths of the slaves were included as part of that state’s population.

 Some delegates wanted to ban foreign slave trade completely. Many southern delegates threatened to leave the Union if the Constitution immediately ended the slave trade. Another compromise was made. Northern delegates agreed to postpone a ban on slave trade, and southern delegates agreed to stop requiring a two-thirds majority vote for laws to be passed in Congress. The words slavery and slave were left out of the Constitution.


The Federalist Papers  were a series of essays written in defense of the Constitution. They were published anonymously, but historians now know they were written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay.
The authors of the Federalist Papers reassured Americans that the new federal government would not overpower the states and were widely reprinted as the debate over the Constitution continued. In addition, George Washington and Benjamin Franklin endorsed the Constitution, winning additional support.  Washington had served as president of the Constitutional Convention, while Franklin had been the oldest delegate. Several important leaders did not attend the convention. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were serving as ambassadors. Patrick Henry did not attend because he did not believe in a stronger central government.

The US is a representative democracy. This means that the government is led by officials chosen by the people. The Constitution establishes a system of federalism wherein powers are shared between the states and the federal government.

· Delegated powers are those powers granted by the Constitution to the federal government. 
· Reserved powers are those powers kept by the state governments or the citizens. 
· Concurrent powers are those powers shared by both the federal and state governments. 

When “necessary and proper,” Congress has the authority to stretch its delegated powers to deal with new or unexpected issues. The elastic clause (in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution) provides flexibility for the government.

The Bill of Rights, the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, ensures that the rights of all citizens are protected.

· The 1st Amendment forms the most basic rights of all U.S. citizens. These rights include freedom of religion, press, speech, assembly, and the right to petition.

· The 2nd Amendment deals with state militias and the right to bear arms. The 3rd Amendment prevents the military from forcing citizens to house soldiers. The 4th Amendment prohibits “unreasonable searches and seizures.”

· Amendments 5-8 provide guidelines for trying people accused of crimes. Under the 5th Amendment, the government cannot punish anyone without due process of law. The 6th Amendment guarantees the right to a speedy public trial by jury and the right an attorney. The 7th Amendment allows juries to decide civil cases. The 8th Amendment bans excessive bail, excessive fines, and cruel and unusual punishment.

· The 9th Amendment says that the rights listed in the Constitution are not the only rights that citizens have.

· Under the 10th Amendment any powers not specifically given to Congress or prohibited to the states belong to the states and the people. It helps to keep the balance of power between the federal and state governments.


Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson had conflicting views on the Constitution and the role of government.  Hamilton believed in a broad or loose interpretation of the Constitution to give the federal government more power to address problems facing the nation.  Jefferson, on the other hand, fearing a strong federal government would be overpowering and not listen to the people, believed that government should adhere very strictly to the Constitution and leave more power to the states which better represent the local people.   

Under George Washington’s administration, Alexander Hamilton wanted the federal government to pay most of the Revolutionary War debt, which he thought would help the national economy. Southern states such as Virginia and North Carolina were opposed to this because they did not have many war debts. Hamilton also wanted to start a national bank. He wanted a strong federal government that supported industry and trade.  Thomas Jefferson and James Madison wanted to limit the federal government’s power and believed that a national bank would give it too much power.

After the French Revolution, Jefferson wanted the United States to back the new government in France because France had helped the United States during the Revolutionary War. Hamilton was pro-British. He hoped to strengthen trading ties with Britain.

In the summer of 1798 Federalists in Congress passed the Alien and Sedition Acts. The Alien Act allowed the president to remove foreign residents he thought were involved in plots against the government. The Sedition Act said U.S. citizens could not write, print, utter, or publish any false or hostile words against the government.  Jefferson and Madison passed the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions, which said the Alien and Sedition Acts were unconstitutional and could therefore be ignored by the states.


After the Revolutionary War, most states had a hard time paying off war debts. Massachusetts tried to pay its war debts by collecting taxes on land. This policy hit farmers hard. Many had trouble paying their debts, and the courts began to force them to sell their property. In September 1786, a poor farmer, Daniel Shays, led hundreds of men to shut down the Supreme Court in Springfield. His forces were defeated, and many of the rebels were imprisoned. Shays’ Rebellion showed the weakness of the Confederation government. When Massachusetts asked the national government to help put down the rebellion, Congress could do little to help. Americans began to realize that they needed a stronger government that could protect the nation in times of crisis.

In March, 1791, Congress passed a tax on American-made whiskey as part of Alexander Hamilton’s plan to help pay the federal debt. Hamilton also wanted to test the power of the new federal government to control the states’ actions. By 1794, farmers in western Pennsylvania had lashed out against the tax in what came to be known as the Whiskey Rebellion. President George Washington feared that the rebels threatened the federal government’s authority. He personally led a militia against the rebellion in November, 1794, but by that time most of the rebels had fled. The Whiskey Rebellion ended without a battle.

8.1.1 -  Describe the relationship between the moral and political ideas of the Great Awakening and the development of revolutionary fervor.





8.1.2  - Analyze the philosophy of government expressed in the Declaration of Independence, with an emphasis on government as a means of securing individual rights.





8.1.4  - Describe the nation’s blend of civic republicanism, classical liberal principles, and English parliamentary traditions.





8.2.3 - Evaluate the major debates that occurred during the development of the Constitution and their ultimate resolutions (e.g., shared power, divided state-federal power, slavery, the rights of individuals and states later addressed by the addition of the Bill of Rights).





- Describe the political philosophy underpinning the Constitution as specified in the Federalist Papers (authored by Madison, Hamilton, and Jay) and the ratification of the Constitution.





8.2.6 - Enumerate the powers of government set forth in the Constitution and the fundamental liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights.





8.3.4 - Understand how the conflicts between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton resulted in the emergence of two political parties (e.g., view of foreign policy, Alien and Sedition Acts, economic policy, National Bank, funding and assumption of the revolutionary debt).





8.3.5  - Know the significance of domestic resistance movements and ways in which the central government responded to such movements (e.g., Shays’ Rebellion, the Whiskey Rebellion).











