                     Assignment: Re-creating an Experience or Event 

A narrative essay re-creates an experience for a central purpose: usually to reveal an insight about the action or people involved. You might write about an experience in which you encountered people from a culture different from your own. You might write about a turning point in your life--perhaps a time when you were forced suddenly to grow up, a time when you faced a difficult challenge, or a time when you reassessed your values. You might describe an experience in which you learned to do something new: coaching a Little League team, designing stage sets for a play, forming a musical group. Or you might recount an adventure that tested you in some way. If you have experienced something that has pushed you to the limits (skydiving/rockclimbing/bungee jumping, asking someone to a dance), you might describe in vivid detail one day or evening to give readers an inside view of this stressful experience.

Your narrative should have a central focus, but it is not always necessary to express the focus in a thesis sentence early in the essay; at times you will want to get right to the action. A narrative should of course be based on personal experience. Aim for an essay from 500 to 1,000 words long—one to typed pages, single-spaced.  As a writer, you are also a photographer, and your responsibility is to convey the same images that you see in your head (as you write) to your reader.  Allow your reader to visualize the same things you do by incorporating a great deal of figurative and literal descriptions, sensory details, and authentic dialogue.  These techniques will help make your story come to life for the reader.

Personal Narrative Rubric
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	Ideas and Content

1. Focuses on a clear, well-defined incident


	+
	/
	-

	2. Makes the importance or significance of the event clear


	
	
	

	3. Uses descriptive, sensory details to describe characters and setting


	
	
	

	4. Uses dialogue to develop characters


	
	
	

	Structure, Form, and Presentation

5. Shows clearly the order in which events occurred


	
	
	

	6. Maintains a consistent tone


	
	
	

	7. Is titled, typed, and neatly formatted 


	
	
	

	8. Is turned in on time


	
	
	

	Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

9. Contains few errors in spelling, capitalization, and punctuation


	
	
	

	10. Contains few errors in grammar and usage


	
	
	


Grading Scale:

A    = 50-47



C    = 38-37

A-  = 46-45



C-  = 36-35

B+ = 44




D+ = 34

B    = 43-42



D    = 33-32

B-  = 41-40



D-  = 31-30

C+ = 39




F    = 29-0

