Rhetorical Precis

What is a précis?
· It is a kind of summary of a writer’s or speaker’s argument and evidence…an abstract of someone else’s work.

· It is your explanation of how you understand the argument.

· It establishes the foundation for your response to the argument.

· It is usually a single paragraph that contains four sentences or points.
Sentence One:

· Name of author

· Type and title of work

· Rhetorical verb (asserts, argues, claims, suggests, …)

· “that”

· Description of author’s thesis/argument

For example...David Holcberg, in his article “The U.S. Government Should Not Help Tsunami Victims,” asserts that the federal government has no right to distribute American tax dollars to countries for humanitarian purposes.
Sentence Two:

· He/She/They/The author(s)

· Support(s) this (noun version of rhetorical verb)

· “by”
· Explain, in order, the support (evidence, examples, proof, etc.) the authors uses.

For example…The author supports this assertion by providing examples of previous times when our government has donated taxpayer money abroad, such as The Marshall Plan, AIDS in Africa, and hunger in North Korea.

Sentence Three:

· Author’s last name(s)

· “purpose is to”
· Explain your opinion of the author’s purpose
·  Describe target audience

For example…Holcberg’s purpose is to raise the awareness of the American taxpayer that their government is distributing their hard-earned tax dollars without their permission and raises the question, “By what right?”

Example of entire précis…

 
David Holcberg, in his article “The U.S. Government Should Not Help Tsunami Victims,” asserts that the federal government has no right to distribute American tax dollars to countries for humanitarian purposes.  The author supports this assertion by providing examples of previous times when our government has donated taxpayer money abroad, such as The Marshall Plan, AIDS in Africa, and hunger in North Korea.  Holcberg’s purpose is to raise the awareness of the American taxpayer that their government is distributing their hard-earned tax dollars without their permission and raises the question, “By what right?”

