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Specch

Good afernoon, my name is Kole Pation, and | would like to thank you all for
taking the time io isten to my specch. When this assignment was introduced to me, I did
ol perceive it as a challenze. Iignored the agk. When the time came 10 work on the
project, L did us | have always done, putit offuntil it buill up 5o high L could no longer
deal with the amount of work. This proerastination and irresponsibility put me in a very
iffcult position and made this project info much more than just  senior project, but &
test of my perseverance

Before | discovered my interest i “green technology, 1 was very interested in
cinema. My film experience consisted of taking threc film courses here at Canyon Crest.
and an invernship st n local TV station, el Mar 77" Loriginally wanied (0 do this for my
chip because it was convenient and eazy. 1 fgure | would take the casy way out and
just continue what 1 had been doing for many months prior. However as the class
progressed I found my new intercs in my physics class and decided 0 experiment with,
the green industry

My experience with the escarch paper can best be described by a book that we
vead in cls, Mans Search for Meaning by Vioktor . FrankL. The book s about Frankl
and s experiences bein a psychiatist inthe concentraion camp Auschwitz. Frankl's
message and treatment technique for (he psychologically damaged prisoners was for ther
1o find something o live for, anything evern i that thing may no longer exist ive for it
e called this theory, ragic optimism. Although Tunderstood wha that mear, Lnever
i o experience his fecling: Amusingly enough, circumstance regarding my paper on
rcen toof technology and my graduation staus cime up and forced me (o scquirc some:
opiimism. Fven though the circumstances were grim and | had a snal chance of
sraduating, T had to keep looking o the optons before me. By not wading i the pool of
iny own ailise, | found an opportunity that would allow me t0 graduate, but only if 1 did
everything perfectly. You may be thinking that this sory has nothing t0 do with the
project orthe assignment, but this specch was designed to relect upon Ty expericnce.
il the senor project and. in all honesty, this is my experience,

1 was offered an infernship that was very closely related o what T was lookiog for.
Recon Environmental is an environmental consulting firm. Yo may think that ths is a
very specific and thought-out interest, but i allactuality, | became interested i this afier
waiching a movie in physics elass. How the world is deterforating and how it seems as.
though every generation s suflering the repercussions of gencrations past, Aflerthat
class, | got the urge to try fo save the environment and contribute (0 the resonstruction of
the carth. Thus | came 1o the career choice Eavironmenal

On the first day at Recon we spont almost the eatire ime meeting cvery
person in the entire building. This process took the whole two and a half hours. The next
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Recon, mesnin e crcatd maps and polygons made from GPS points gathered fom the
ield iologists. Because this was his specialy he fist taught me how o use the program.
AscMap, I picked this up quickly because i s very similar to Photoshap, except with
ifferent burtons. Anher project Sean'’s sect warked on. involed them diging up soil
in people’ yards, and | was iven thepleasure of sorting out he different slls and
ot e found i the dict an lasify thom. Eversthing 1 sorted was cxplined 10 me
in area detall, and as boring as that may sound, it vas actually quite ineresting and
entetining 1P had 0 sum up my internstip with one word, | would se,enviching. |
found that his specific job was not something T would ke to do for o carcer, but 1
Jearned a ot through this process and 1 tink tha this experience will help me for future
Job and career choices.

As forthe senior project a5  whole,  feel as though when your future and
everything you've worked towards begins 0 fade away because you made a mistake; you
really have to grow, acceptthe consequences and persevere, | feel L have. A wise futle
once spoke great words

Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery,but today is  gift. .. that is why they call it
the present” - Master Oomway (Kung Fu Panda)
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Thank you all for coming today. T understand you all are busy and | appreciate

you giving your time o listen (0 me,

[have been dreading senior English for over a yeah for the thought of a 7-10 page.
resesreh paper gives me ightmarcs. And though 1 haye much experience i front of
audiences | was extremely hesitant about speaking in front of allyou here today.

As Tsaid T have been dreading this writing this research paper for quite some
time. 1 wanted 10 wrte my paper on something that had fo do with the music industry
andltio it o my mentorship. However that did not work outthe way T had planned it
1o because my thesis was 00 vaguc

Afterabout 4 res, researching each topio n deta, each day going o M. Fox
nd pestering im, “Mr, Fox how about this?" [ found my thesis.  decided to write
about copyrightlaws in the music industry and the Napster courtcase.

Tt as very intereting to lear aboutall ofthe copyright laws and the history
of Napster, however short it may have been, In fuet the name, Napstr, come about
from a nickname given (o Shawn Fanning, the website’s reator, for is “nippy”
hairstyle. 1 also leamed that once something gets autof control on the nternet, it is
ncarly impossible o reel it back in. the music industry has to adapt to new teshnology
on the intermet o el it will not succeed. And Chins and it Jack of copright s
for music and ilm willbe something (0 recon with n th fiure

A far s writing the paper, 7 o 10 pages is xtremely hard to come up with

wihout plgiarizing the afir paper. You b t get onlised afer you read s0




[image: image4.jpg]‘much a bout a topic you wonder f things you write re your ideas or things you have
read somewhere, The most difficult page of the paper by fur was page 7" T wanted to
stop after ¥ because T had alrcady said everything Inceded and wanted 0 say. As
far a in concerned pages 6 and 7 were just MufT

Overal, T enjoyed the topic very much considering I used to use Napster back
inthe day. But the length of ime it took to wrte the paper and the paper tsself was
iffcul for me 0 Keep up Wi, but L think the deadlines helped e stay somewhat
ontruck

As apposed 10 my rescarch paper, my mentorship was a funtastic cxpericnce.
My life goal s and has always been (0 sing, 50 we were looking for something in that
field, Twas 50 lucky o find an amazing mentor in Ruby of ‘Ruby and the Redhots'
Ruby is a professional singer in St Dicgo. She has been in the music industy for
about 25 years and has quite a folowing.

I ety mom s 0 4o see Ruby and loves her music. So when 1 was
Iooking for a mentor we looked her up on the inferet and found she only lives about
five minutes for our house, who would have guessed!? When we called her up | tld

her about the mentorship and she was very excited to participate in my senior project,

Ruby's sty ofsinging is very bluesy tock which s simlr to my siyle She s
150 o of the most un loving, caing, understanding people T have ever met i my.
e

I oursessions, Rubyand I work  fot n vocal excreises and  methods to

taain my voice. She s somo one I can talk to who won't judge me and she helps me
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My journey to musifandom all started when Mr, Fox assigned us this project. | iterally grouned
atthe thought of wriing 2 7 page paper, but | was really excited about the physical project, |
Knew exaely what T wanted 10 do. See,  figured T have plenty of time to find out what  want to
o as a carcer, and | didn't want 1o get stuck in a boring internship, s0 1 decided o learn how o
play the piano. And throughout this experience, T have developed basic piano skills, but much
more than that | have learned that through dedication and focus | can achieve whatever | sl my

mind o

T star he projet off Mr. Fox had s fake inteest asscssment st Almost every lest
came up with the same common answer: eacher. Now becoming a teacheris something | think
1 would ke (0 00 in the future, but T don' think 1d ike 0 do tht in this moment. 1 had my mind
scton leaming the piano, s t 5 something | can have fortherestof my ife,repardless of my
carcer choice

S0 you may ask: “why choose to play the piano™ e answer was easy for e, |
remenmber all of the big fumily gatherings when 1 was litle, my grundpa would play the piano for
my cousing und L and now whencver | hear a piano, It takes me back to those moments | had of
svarmeh and love, It doesn't et that the piano is o of the most beautifl insiruments, cither, 10
s crtuin way of touching the soul that | don't think you can find anywhere else

Aller [ chose what Twas doing, T ran into & major ond block: finding a mentor, What
was busically usking for were plano fessons, but for free. Afer resome days of calling man,
many people, | found a mentar, and his name is Randy Sewand. He ngreed (0 meet me onee
week for an hourata ime, and aftcr meeting the first time he gave me lots of work to finish il
ouenext meeting, and it continued i tha fshion

At irst, we covered the very hasies, what the notes an the piao were, busic chords,
scales, and hand exercises, Then we went further in depth and T leamed things like chord
progressions and inversions. Once Randy thought | had the basics down, he decided it was time
for me 10 learn a song. Alier listening (o (he song I chose a couple of times, he wrote down the,
hord progression and Ieft me t0 learn it on my own Siting there alone, | had 1 piece together
the thythm and find the melody in order {0 leam the song. Tt was harder than T cxpetod, Randy
made it look 5o easy, he leamed the song aftee listening t it only three or four times! Afler hours
of failure, | finally gotit, | could play the song! 1 missed # note évery so olien, but 1 hud it down,
Iy sbsolutely exuberant and spent another few hours honing in on my mistakes and mostering.

the song. | now knew | conld cull mysel'y musiciun.

Now it was

10 help gt our reative brein juic
musie, bt then | started thind

e forthe paper. Mr. Fox had us brainstorm and write down it of opics
fowing, Twas lsting down random things having to do with
‘why music n the firs. place, why am | affected by music the

way am?” and | realized, that was the perfict topic, the (opic of how music cffcts us. So T got




[image: image6.jpg]down to researching his topic and I Tound that it was actually really interesting, and there was
plenty of information on the subject. | found my topie. | enjoyed writing my paper more than |
thought T would. T had a great topic and was genuinely interested in loarning more about it and
sharing (5 information with other pople,

Finully both sides of the projects were donel 1 would ave (o say thit this project was
exerything | hoped it would be and more. Who would have thought I'd actually have fun wriing
7 puge puper! 1 camed many things throughout this experience and I plan on continuing: my
proaression with the piano and having it a5 a hobby for the rest of my fife, 1 just needed that ki
o geur that this project gave me, T would tell fuurs project-gocrs (o pick something that they

are logitimately nterested in,otherwise they might find themselves frustraed and unmotivated.

Overal 1 njoyed 1 project, but T was o do it again 1 would hae found u mentor arlcr, 10

‘would have been nice o have more fce time with my mentor instead of working independently
0 accomplish my goals, but then again, working alone taught me lessons of determination.

Ihank you for taking the time t0 be here today and hearing me out




