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Two Kinds of Clauses

“ou now know what a clause is, but there are two kinds of clauses you need to know
ut: dependent and independent. To see the difference between the two kinds, read
2 examples below:

L. Mary likes the clown. (independent clause)
2 because Mary likes the clown  (dependent clause)

s like because are called subordinators. When we use a subordinator at the
nning of a clause, the clause becomes dependent (or subordinate) and can no longe

d alone as a sentence. Dependent clauses (subordinate clauses) should always be

zached to independent clauses.

=amples:  Because Mary likes the clown, she goes to the circus often. = sentence

dependent clause + independent clause
Mary goes to the circus often because she likes the clown. = sentence
independent clause +  dependent clause

Some Common Subordinators

as wherever as if

as long as while as though
as soon as though because
after although since
before even though so that

by the time even if that

until if who/whom
when unless whose
whenever whether which

Remember: When we join two logically-related ideas with subordinators, the two ideas
must be in the same sentence.
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dentify the following as independent or dependent clauses.

Exercise 3

Examples:  although the issue is complicated

people have strong opinions

D (Dependent)

1 (Independent

10.

11.

125

whenever I feel bored

she proposed to me

although I am her cousin

Charles says he loves me

because I was tired

before the semester began

while I was sitting on the park bench

my roommate intends to finish college

after Arlene left for Chicago

wherever you may go

since Mary and Jack got married

many people hate to write

unless you stop doing that right now

even though Sherry knows
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Fragments

Sentence fragments are phrases or dependent clauses punctuated as if they were
complete sentences.

Exercise 4
In the exercise below, all of the groups of words are punctuated as complete sentences,
but some are dependent clauses, so they are fragments. Identify each group of words as
a sentence or a fragment.

Examples: When I went to the bookstore.  fragment

I went to the bookstore. sentence

1. Since I had nothing else for lunch today except a hamburger.

If I could be alone to work on my homework.

She has been a nurse for ten years.

% Because she's a wonderful person with all kinds of unusual talents.
5 While Mary loves chocolate.

6 Success comes to people who work hard.

Although I do not enjoy hard work.

‘When exams are just around the corner.

= Because the afternoon was cold enough for a sweater.

I wish you would begin at the beginning of the story.
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Exercise 5
In the following exercise, all of the groups of words are punctuated as sentences, but
some are phrases, so they are fragments. Identify each group of words as a sentence or
fragment.

Examples:  The man in the checkered suit. fragment

The man is wearing a checkered suit.  sentence

1.  Before the darkest part of the evening.

2. Alaboratory for the study of animal life in the South Pacific.

3.  We all worked on making the lunch for the whole group.

4, Many times in the past, I have gone to his parties.

5. Enjoyable, crowded parties with good music, many people, and wonderful food

and wine.

6.  Such as snakes, rats, and insects.

7. For example, the ugly car that he drives.

8. He became bored during the lecture.

9.  His eyes staring vacantly ahead.

10.  Good friends all the way through college, both in San Francisco and Los Angei=:
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Exercise 6

Iz 2ach of the following pairs, underline the fragment.

Examples:  Marian bought a lottery ticket. Hoping to win a million dollars.

Marian bought a lottery ticket. Because she wanted to win a millio
dollars.

College is much more difficult than high school. Even though students spend

fewer hours in class every day.

2 1 dislike teachers who grade unfairly. Especially those who give higher grades to

their favorite students.
Helen studies at least five hours every day. Always trying to keep up her g.p.a.

- Because most people who watch MTV on a regular basis are very young.

Performers such as Frank Sinatra and Peggy Lee do not appear on this music

channel.

5 1 study on weekends. Because on weekdays, I work at a cafe after school.

6 I am taking a number of difficult courses this semester. For example, Spanish,

economics, and microbiology.

7 1 only sleep four hours a night. Which is not enough sleep for me to feel rested

the next day.

T am majoring in business. A very difficult and time-consuming major.
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What do you notice about the position of most of the fragments in relation to the
sentences? Most fragments follow the sentences to which they should be attached.
Some people automatically put a period at the end of each sentence. Without waiting
until they decide whether they want to add more to the sentence. In doing so, they
often create a fragment--as I just did. Can you spot it? Identify it by underlining it.

Because most fragments follow the sentences to which they should be attached, they
are easy to correct. Simply join them to the sentences they follow.

Exercise 7
Now go back and correct the sentences in Exercise 6.
Examples: Marion often goes to Las Vegas, hoping to win a million dollars.

Marion often goes to Las Vegas because she wants to win a million dollars.

Proofreading for Fragments:

il Read your writing out loud, stopping at each period. Often you can hear that
something is incomplete.

2. Proofread by looking at every group of words that begins with a capital letter
and ends with a period.

If a subordinator begins a sentence, check to make sure that the subordinate or
dependent clause is joined to an independent clause. Subordinators must join
two logically-related ideas into one sentence.

If there is no subordinator in the sentence, check to make sure the sentence has
a subject-verb unit. If it doesn't, it is a phrase and should most likely be joined to
either the previous sentence or the next sentence.




