Darren Sproles is a my hero because despite his small stature, he has great success in the NFL.
A good focus/claim for a paragraph?

Where do you begin?

It’s more of a thesis….  Something you can prove step by step…
Let’s start somewhere….


First of all, I admire Darren Sproles because he is a great success in the NFL.  Last year when LaDanian Tomlinson went down with an injury in the playoffs, Sproles really stepped up.  In the first round versus the Colts, Sproles ran for over a hundred yards including the game winning touchdown.  In the next round against Pittsburgh, Sproles had less success running the ball, but still had close to a hundred yards receiving.  Over the past two years with the Chargers, Sproles has been an important part of a diversified offence.  Though the Chargers mostly rely on Tomlinson in the backfield, Sproles provides a speedy second option that keeps defenses on their toes.  In fact his success is so valued by the team that this year the Chargers named Sproles their Francise Player ensuring he will remain with the team in the near future.  As a Charger fan, I want to see him stay his whole career.

Sproles deserves even more admiration because he succeeds despite a small stature.  At 5’6”, 181 lbs. Sproles is Lilliputian compared to other players.  For example, Tomlinson, a more average sized back, stands at 5’10”, 221 lbs.  Consider, too, that most linemen who are trying to tackle Sproles are over 6’ and well over 300 lbs.  Because of his lack of mass, smaller backs like Sproles are more susceptible to injury and generally are used less often.  Even so, Sproles is able to overcome his deficiencies to make a big name for himself in the league.


In addition, Sproles shows his heroism by using his small stature to his advantage.  For instance, linebackers have a difficult time reading or even seeing Sproles behind the enormous offensive and defensive line in front of them.  Sproles will intentionally lower himself to the ground to disguise his position and cuts he makes after receiving a hand off from the quarterback.  In addition, Sproles’ lack of height makes it difficult for taller defensemen to get their hands on him as he runs by.  When they are able to get a touch up high on Sproles’ body, Sproles’ lower center of gravity makes it easier for him to scamper away.  In accentuating the positive qualities of a perceived deficiency, Sproles inspires us to look twice at what we see as our personal drawbacks and use them to our advantage.
Let’s do one more drill…
How about writing a paragraph about Mr. Fox?

Choose two qualities that your teacher has.  Create two CEE paragraphs to prove Mr. Fox has each of those qualities.

Or how about an enemy?  Or someone you dislike this time?  What are two qualities they have?
