Essay Vocabulary
1) Introduction – initial section of an essay; it presents a hook into the issue, states the issue at hand in a précis sentence (for an argument essay), and concludes in a thesis sentence.

2) Hook – An opening which introduces the central questions to the reader 

Try question sentences, an anecdote, a description of a scene that illustrates the issue,  or addressing the reader.

3) Précis – one sentence outlining the issue in question 

In your introduction and before your thesis, use a précis sentence to state the question you are taking an opinion on. 

4) Thesis – theory, idea, argument

Each essay should be focused on proving and discussing a single thesis.  If you are not discussing your thesis, you are off topic.
5) Body Paragraphs – paragraphs following the Introduction each presenting unified ideas 

backing up the thesis

6) Claim – declare, assert, argue (declaration, assertion, argument)

Every paragraph should focus on one claim

7) Topic Sentence – a sentence within a paragraph explicitly stating the claim

If you’re not sure what the claim of your paragraph is, start with a topic sentence to focus yourself.

8) Evidence – proof, confirmation, facts, data

Use specific evidence to back up each claim.
9) Explanation – reasoning, justification

Always explain how your evidence proves your claim and thesis are true.
10) Transition – change, shift, move into another state
Use transition words to move from one idea or paragraph to another.

11) Conclusion– restates thesis and sums up argument; then, show the significance and relevance of the essay; (ex. predictions, recommendations, next course of action.)
Essay Writing Vocab Sentences
1) Your __________________ restates your main thesis and takes your idea a bit further showing the relevance and future significance of your paper.

2) Your __________________ section of your essay provides a hook into the topic of the essay, presents the main issue, and states your thesis on that issue.

3) The __________________ of your paper provides separate claims, specific evidence, and explanations for how the evidence backs up your claims. 

4) Every sentence in your essay should be in support and development of your ________________, a single sentence that is the central argument of the paper.

5) Your ____________ should entice the reader and introduce them in a dramatic way to your topic at issue and, later, to the thesis.
6) Within your introduction, use a ______________ to clearly and explicitly state the issue that you will be taking a position on in your thesis.  

7) Use _______________ to move coherently from one example, idea, or paragraph to the next.

8) Each paragraph should center around a single ___________, topic or argument that will be developed within the paragraph.

9) To focus yourself on a single idea for a paragraph, write a ____________ to clearly state what the paragraph is going to be about.

10) After introducing the claim of your paragraph, always back up your claim with specific __________________.
11) In a body paragraph, don’t assume that your reader understands why the specific evidence you’ve presented proves your claim and thesis are true; you must _________ the connection.
