1. 
Alex was _______________ in his defense of President Bush; he never liked anyone talking trash about his hero.

2. To understand the speech, Jenny had to look into its ___________ such as the historical period and life of the author.

3. Often experiencing writer’s block, Sylvester began writing his essays by ____________, that is, writing on the topic without stopping or editing himself.

4. Eloise won the writing contest with her _____________ about her changing feelings on being the shortest girl in her school.

5. Stuart read the ___________ for the essay and made sure his thesis answered the question directly. 

6. Henrietta thought that starting her essays with surprising quotes were always a great way to ____________ the reader.

7. Julia had an _______________ aunt who always wore bright colored mumu’s, drove a lavender Cadillac, and spoke her crazy opinions to everyone.

8. When given an essay assignment, Warren always had difficulty choosing a topic; consequently, he would ___________ a bunch of ideas he might use to find one he might enjoy best.

9. Penelope was ___________ about the world; she felt there was no hope for her future and that everyone was out to get her.

10. When arranging his paragraphs, Bill sought _____________; he wanted things to proceed in a logical order and make sense.
11. Joe decided to start his essay with a short _______________ from his favorite poem because it related well to the essay topic thematically.
