Thesis and Basic Outline Worksheet
After reading several articles during your preliminary research, choose a specific aspect of your topic that a) you feel strongly about, and b) you can examine in a 7-10 page paper.

A thesis has two parts: a specific subject and a specific opinion on that subject.
What is your specific subject?____ESRB ratings board system_

What is your specific and debatable opinion/observation on that subject?
___It is reasonable, but has two major problems_____

Put these two parts together into your preliminary thesis (what will you prove?): 
___ The ESRB is reasonable, but is not detailed enough and has a fatal flaw.__________

Below, write a very basic outline of your paper.  How will you prove your thesis? (use at least four sections in developing your outline)
1)____Old Rating Systems_________________
2)____ESRB Rating System___________
3) ____Positive/Reasonable Qualities of ESRB
4) ____Problem #1 – Inexact Rules___________

5)_____Problem #2 – Sexuality vs. Violence inconsistencies
6) ____Future of ESRB – Actual Proposals and Suggestions
Thesis and Basic Outline Checklist (please check the following):


My thesis takes a stance using clear and concise language


My thesis is not self-evident; someone could disagree with it.


My thesis has a ‘so what’. It makes an original contribution to a debatable issue.


My thesis is researchable; I can find at least eight print resources covering the outline.



My basic outline has specific, coherent, and non-repetitive sections developing my thesis.

