’This I Believe’ Speech
Using our resources and website, write your own two and half minute ‘This I Believe’ speech to give to our class.  Identify, examine, and develop an essay around a single belief you hold.
You can explore a single central value of yours developing different aspects of that value.  For example, if your core value was honesty you might explore honesty to yourself, in your friendships, and with your work in the word.  Similarly, you could explore how this value has played out for you at different times in your life.  For instance, you can begin by telling a story early from your life when you didn’t value honesty and tell a more recent one where you did.  Most importantly, do not repeat yourself and follow essay techniques of intro, body, and conclusion.
After you type your speech, cut and paste one copy onto index cards to be read in front of the class.  I will discuss speech techniques and you will have time to practice this week.  You will read the speech as it is written before the class.  If I think you’re not reading the speech word for word, I will ask for the cards.  No extemporaneous speaking!!!
‘This I Believe’ Speech Presentation Rubric
____ (5)  Eye Contact – Engage your audience.  Look down to your cards for prompting, but continually look out and up.

____ (5)  Pace/Articulation – Speak slowly enough for your audience to understand you. Clearly state your words.

____ (5)  Preparedness/Note Cards  – Were you ready to begin?  Did you pause repeatedly?  No ‘uh’s and ‘ummm’s. Did you email your poem to show to the class?  Around two and a half  minutes?  Everything on note cards?
____ (5) Engaging – Don’t bore your audience… 

____ (5) Structured Content – Did you focus on a single value you hold?  Did you include an intro/body/conclusion? 
____  =  TOTAL




Name:_________________
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