Very Basic MLA Citation Style
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition
Book

Author's Last Name, First Name. Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of 


publication.

Journal Article 

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Article Title".  Periodical Title. Volume

       or date of publication. 

Professional or Personal Website 
Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of Page”.  Main Title of Site.  Date of electronic 


publication, copyright, or date last updated.  Date accessed. <http.// website url >
Sample Works Cited
 remember to alphabetize by first word
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York:

       Modern Language Association of America, 2003.

Smith, Barbara. "Toward a Black Feminist Criticism." The New Feminist Criticism Monthly. 

       November, 1985.

"Using Modern Language Association (MLA) Format." Purdue University Online Writing 

      Lab.  2004.  Purdue University. 16 Feb. 2005

      <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html>.

Parenthetical Citations
Right after the sentence you want to cite in your text, use the first word(s) in the biblio citation within parenthesis.  Use a page number for a book.

(Gibaldi 42)

(Smith)
(“Using Modern Language…”)

