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SENIOR PROJECT

THE RESEARCH PAPER
CCA Senior Paper Assignment 

Assignment Summary

Write a persuasive paper that demonstrates an informed, research-based perspective about a particular problem or issue that needs to be addressed. While you should incorporate and evaluate the work of experts in the field, ultimately you will shape your own original thesis.

Purpose

To show a thorough, research-based understanding of an issue for a “hostile” audience to whom this issue is important. At the same time, you will be demonstrating a culmination of high school language arts skills.

Writer’s Role

Using the third person perspective, you will be writing as yourself, an informed student researcher who is sincerely curious about a particular problem or issue that needs to be addressed. Superior papers will exhibit a sensitive awareness of the mindset of an identified audience, skilled use of language, and a distinctive sense of “voice.”

Audience and benefit

No matter who your audience is or what issue you choose to tackle; superior writing is often distinguished by its accessibility to all intelligent adults. Your teachers will be looking for writing that is both convincing and clear.

Form

Paper should follow the conventions of Standard English; should run from 7 to 10 pages double-spaced (12 point Times New Roman font); and should employ MLA format for all documentation. See the “Senior Project Research Paper Checklist” for more specific requirements.

Assessment

Your paper will be assessed based on your ability to present, argue, and support your own original thesis, which emerges from your study of multiple perspectives; to write clearly and convincingly for your audience; and to maintain a voice that is individual, compelling, and engaging. 
Basic Facts about the Senior Research Paper

ALL DRAFTS MUST FOLLOW THE SAME SPECIFICATIONS AS THE FINAL PAPER!

Format:


( 7-10 pages (excluding Works Cited, Outline, and Title Page)


( Typed or word processed – double spaced, 12pt. Times New Roman font


( One inch margins on all four sides


( Title Page


( Outline

( Works Cited

Content:

( Cite a minimum of 10 sources, one of which is a primary source.  Five of your sources must be print based. (CCA’s main database, university and other academic web sites are not considered “internet” sources; you are encouraged to use these sources)
( Include appropriate internal citations in MLA style 
( Have a clear introductory paragraph which concludes in a thesis statement

( Have a clear and concise conclusion which summarizes your key ideas

REMEMBER!

( Your classmates will be your first audience.  They will peer edit several of your drafts for credit.  You will also receive credit for bringing a completed draft on-time for peer reviews.  
( You also will have due dates for formulating and refining your thesis, as well as assembling a bibliography.
( In addition, Mr. Fox will read and review the first draft of your first third of your paper. 

For more information and helpful hints, refer to Language of Literature, British Literature (12th grade textbook)  page 423 or a website listed as ‘Useful Websites’ on the Senior Project webpage at my website. 
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