CCA ENGLISH

SENIOR PROJECT

DISCOVER YOUR TALENT; SHARE THE EXPERIENCE

AN OVERVIEW OF SENIOR PROJECT

The Physical Project:  "Discover Your Talent; Share the Experience."  Senior Project begins with discovery.  What is it you've always wanted to do, to make, to learn, to be?  The project you choose must some how be a ‘stretch’.  This means your project must challenge you in a way you haven't been challenged before.  For example, a photographer should only pursue a photography project if a new skill is to be learned.  The project itself must take at least 15 hours outside of class to complete; hours must be verified by an adult.  
There are two limitations to consider:  finances and insurance.  There is no limit to the amount of money you can spend, but recognize your financial limits.  A hazardous project will only be allowed it it's completed through a licensed, bonded organization.  In other words, a rock climbing buddy cannot take you out on a weekend to teach you the fine points of mountaineering, but enrolling in Mt. Palomar Mountaineering School is perfectly acceptable.  
At the beginning of your project, choose a mentor, someone who has some expertise in your field.  The relationship between the two of you can be as formal or informal as you wish.  The degree of guidance is up to you; however, you must have a mentor.  He or she will be filling out some important paperwork during your project's completion.  A mentor must be an adult, 21 or older, and cannot be a relative.

The Paper:  The Senior Research Paper is a 7-10 page typewritten research paper that is in some way connected to your project.  This is to be a standard research paper that draws on a variety of primary and/or secondary sources to prove a thesis.  (Minimum of 5 resources.  No more than 3 {or 60%} from Internet)

The Portfolio:  Once your project is completed, you will prepare and present to your Senior Board a portfolio of your Senior Project experience.

Senior Boards:  During the last week of finals, you will give a seven to ten minute speech which will include an audio-visual component to a board of community members.  Your speech will address such topics as problems the project presented for you and how you overcame them, what you learned from the project, etc.  After a question and answer period, the board will fill out evaluation sheets to assess the quality of your presentation.  
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