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‘ GRAMMAR

The “voice” of a verb indicates whether the subject performs or receives the action
the verb describes. If the subject performs the action, the verb is in the active voice.
However, if the subject receives the action, the verb is in the passive voice.

Active Voice We studied for the test.

Passive Voice  The test was studied for by us.

Exercise A: Distinguishing Active and Passive Voice

Circle the verb in each sentence. Then write Active or Passive to identify the voice.
1. In his memoir Night, Elie Wiesel describes the terror of the Nazi regime.
2. The deportation of the Jews to concentration camps was ordered by Hitler.
3. The Nazis shipped all the Jews of Wiesel's hometown of Sighet to Auschwitz.
4. Nothing was written by Wiesel about his experience until ten years later.

5. The Nobel Peace Prize was won by Elie Wiesel in 1986.

Exercise B: Using the Active Voice

On a separate sheet of paper, rewrite the following sentences. Change the passive
voice to active voice, adding, deleting, or changing words as needed.

1. A statement by a Nazi officer to the Jews on the train begins the excerpt.

2. What is said by him is that they must give up their valuables.

3. It is also said by him that sick people may go to the hospital car.

4, Fear is expressed by Madame Schachter, who crouches in a comer of the car.
5. Afire is seen by her, but the others see no fire.

6. The others panic, and she is hit by them to keep her quiet.

7. At first, tears are cried by her little boy, but eventually he falls silent.

8. The station of Auschwitz, Poland, is finally arrived at by the train.

9. Flames from a tall chimney are seen by everyone, and they realize that Madame
Schachter has actually prophesied their future.

10. They have been brought by the Nazis not to a labor camp, but to a death camp.
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