The Need to Express:  The Power of Musical Theater
Thesis- Musical Theater is a medium used to express issues that aren’t talked about frankly in the real world.

I. Rent

a. Summary

b. Theme- AIDS

i. What is AIDS

ii. Busting the myths

1. “Only gay people get it.”- Statistics

2. Discrimination against those with HIV

iii. Impact

1. Rent gives AIDS a voice and allows for impact on the world.

II. Miss Saigon
a. Summary

b. Theme- Prostitution

i. Why women choose this life

ii. Prostitution in Southeast Asia

1. Vietnam War

2. Recent Statistics in Vietnam

iii. Impact

1. Miss Saigon exposed this issue and give a voice to those who typically are silent.
III. West Side Story
a. Summary

b. Theme- Racial Prejudice

i. History

ii. Legal Action

1. Treatment of the Chinese

2. Immigration Act of 1924

3. Puerto Rican Immigration

iii. Impact

1. West Side Story exposed the issue of Racial Prejudice in the United States, allowing for conversation and healing.


