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Averb is in the active voice when the subject performs the action; it is in the passive

voice when the subject is acted upon. Generally speaking, active voice creates stronger
sentences. Passive voice is appropriate, however, when the person or thing doing the
action is unknown or unimportant, as in this example.

Vera Briltain's account of World War | is still widely read today.

Passive voice is also appropriate when the writer wants to emphasize the person or
thing receiving the action and so uses that person or thing as the subject.

The lives of many of those at home were destroyed by the war.

Exercise A: Evaluating the Use of Passive Voice

Evaluate each sentence below. If the passive voice is appropriately used, put a check
mark in the blank. If the passive voice weakens the sentence, write Weak.

1. At the time, the conflict was known as the Great War.

2. Though many countries of the world were involved, most battles were

fought in Europe

3. A college education for their daughters was rejected by many parents. P

4. Options for women were limited in Vera Brittain's world.

5. Nursing was chosen by her as a way to contribute.

Exercise B: Using Passive Voice Appropi

tely

Rewrite each sentence below so that the verb is in the passive voice.

1. The enemy could bomb even the hospital itself.

2. Other attacks had shelled some members of the staff before.

3. During an attack someone turned all the lights off.

4. Administrators instructed the nurses to protect the patients. __

5. Organizers could also call them to accompany a convoy.
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