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+ Subjects and verbs should be strong. Wiiters who choose weak subjects may be led
into using weak passive voice constructions or other weak verbs. For example, using
the noun form of a verb as the subject can weaken the sentence.

Weak Persuasion of others can be accomplished by skillful orators.
Improved  Skilful orators can persuade others.
« Averb phrase or dause used as the subject can also weaken the sentence.

Weak  Understanding the techniques of persuasion is what we
should do.

Improved We should understand the techniques of persuasion.

Exercise: Correcting Weak Subjects

Remove the weak subjects in the sentences below. On a separate sheet of paper,
revise the sentences to use effective verbs connected to strong subjects.

1. Becoming intimidated could happen to the people by hearing the bad news from
france and Flanders

2. Analysis of the dire situation was offered by Winston Churchil

3. His reliance was put on his powers of persuasion.

4. Churchills appeals were made to listeners' hearts and minds.

5. As he spoke, the raging of the battles was taking place.

6. Penetration of the allied lines had been accomplished by the enemy.

7. The troops regrouped, and the assistance of the Air Force was given.

8. Furthermore, fighting behind German ines was also being done by the French.

9. Overcoming the setbacks could be accomplished by a strong national will and
a determined amy.

10. Reenergizing the people was what such arguments led to.




