The Scarlet Letter Study Guide


name: ___________________________________

Ch. 1-4

Chapter One

1) Since Hawthorne has described a prison, a cemetery, ugly weeds, and a wild rosebush, what do you think the story will be about?



2) What do you expect the mood of The Scarlet Letter will be?

Chapter Two

1) What is Hester’s sin?



2) What is the public view, expressed by the women outside the prison, of Hester’s sin?  By including the comments of the women, what do you think Hawthorne is suggesting about this society?



3) What is Hester’s punishment?



4) What is Hester’s attitude toward both her sin and her punishment?



5) One way Hester endures her punishment is be dreaming of her past.  What does the reader learn about Hester’s past by this flashback?



Chapter Three

1) As she stands on the scaffold, who appears in the crowd? What is Hester’s reaction?



2) Where has Chillingworth been?  What motion does he make to Hester? Why?




3) Who is Dimmesdale?  What appeal does he use to convince Hester to reveal the baby’s father?  Do you agree with him?

Chapter Four

1) Why does Hester fear Chillingworth?



2) What is Chillingworth’s attitude toward Hester?  Explain.




3) What does Chillingworth intend to do?  Why?




4) What does Chillingworth ask Hester to promise? Why does she agree to this?




5) Hester says to Chillingworth, “Thy acts are like mercy…But thy words interpret thee as a terror!”  What does she mean?  What has Chillingworth said that gives that impression?  What descriptive detail does Hawthorne give the reader about Chillingworth that reinforce the image of him as someone to be feared?






6) What is implied in Chillingworth’s last line, “No, not thine”?

