The Scarlet Letter Study Guide


name: ___________________________________

Ch. 17-20

Chapter 17
1.  How does Hawthorne reinforce his theme of hidden sin once again?

2.  Describe Dimmesdale’s reaction when Hester forces herself to tell him who Chillinworth is.
3.  Why does Dimmesdale forgive Hester?  According to Dimmesdale, who is the one worse than “the polluted priest”?  Why?
4.  What “new horror” occurs to Dimmesdale?

5. Explain Hester’s statement to Dimmesdale, “Wilt thou die for very weakness?”
6.  What does Hester give Dimmesdale?  What is suggested in the last two lines?
Chapter 18
1.  What contrast does the narrator point out between Hester and Dimmesdale?

2, Why does Dimmesdale “resolve to flee, and not alone”?

3.  Describe the “exhilarating effect” of this decision on Hester and Dimmesdale.  How does Hawthorne use symbolism to reinforce this effect?
4.  How does Hawthorne reinforce his idea that “Nature…never subjugated by human law,” was in sympathy with the union of Hester and Dimmesdale?

5.  What idea is suggested by Pearl’s slow approach and Dimmesdale’s fear of Pearl?
Chapter 19
1.  Why does Pearl “burst into a fit of passion” when she stands across the brook from her mother?
2.  How has Hawthorne used the symbol of the scarlet letter again?
3.  How does Pearl react to her mother’s assertion that Dimmesdale loves them?

4.  Hoes does Pearl behave toward the minister?  How can this be explained?
Chapter 20
1.  Describe the minister’s wicked impulses as he returns to town.
2.  On a psychological level, what is Hawthorne suggesting about Dimmesdale’s subconscious mind?

3.  What does Dimmesdale wonder?

4.  Do you think Dimmesdale has committed a “deadly sin” by planning to escape with Hester?

