The Scarlet Letter Study Guide


name: ___________________________________

Ch. 21-24
Chapter 21

1.  In this chapter, Hawthorne makes frequent mention of the colors—gray, black (sable), and brown.  What is he suggesting with his emphasis on those colors?

2.  What bad news does Hester learn from the ship captain?


3.  In addition to providing more information, what purpose does this chapter serve?

4.. How does Pearl’s comment on the behavior of Reverend Dimmesdale further point out the light/darkness contrast?
5..  What do the darkness and light symbolize?
Chapter 22
1.  Explain three things that depress Hester in this chapter.

1)


2)

3)
2.  What is different about Dimmesdale?
3.  Again, what does Pearl want from  Dimmesdale?
4.  Why does Hawthorne end this chapter with the remarks, “The sainted minister in the church!  The woman of the scarlet letter in the market place!” ?

Chapter 23
1.  When this chapter opens, why does Dimmesdale stand “on the very proudest eminence of superiority…”?
2.  As Dimmesdale leaves the church and approaches Hester, what does he do?
3.  What is Chillingworth’s reaction?  Explain Chillingworth’s statement, “[t]here was no place… thou couldst have escaped me; save on this very scaffold!”
4.  What does Hester answer when Dimmesdale says, “Is not this better…than what we dreamed of in the forest?”
5. What is Dimmesdale’s most dramatic revelation to “the people of New England”?





6.  What does Dimmesdale ask from Pearl?  What effect does this have on Pearl?





7.  How do you explain Dimmesdale’s parting words to Hester?




Chapter 24
1.  What theories does the narrator offer the reader about the scarlet letter imprinted in the minister’s flesh?

1)


2)

3)


4)
2.  What happens to Chillingworth?  What does he give Pearl?
3.  What, as far as the narrator knows, becomes of Pearl?

4.  Finally, explain Hawthorne’s conclusion for Hester.
