The Scarlet Letter Study Guide


name: ___________________________________

Ch. 5-8
Chapter Five
1) In this Chapter, the narrator summarizes months of Hester’s life.  Describe Hester’s life. How does she earn a living?  How is she treated?




2) Give two reasons why Hester decides to remain in Boston when she could have easily moved to a less-restrictive colony.
1.

2.

3) Explain Hester’s reaction to the insults she receives.




4) How has Hester changed?



5) Explain the significance of the position of Hester’s home.




6) In your opinion, why do people allow Hester to sew for them?

Chapter Six
1) Describe Pearl.



2) How does the narrator say Pearl’s “uncontrollable” behavior can be explained?



3) As the narrator presents it, explain the ambiguity concerning Pearl.




4) Why does Hester ask Pearl,, “Art thou my child?”



5) According to the narrator, what purpose does Pearl have in respect to Hester’s destiny?


Chapter Seven
1) Why does Hester go to the governor’s house?



2) How is Pearl dressed, and what is her dress compared to?




3) How does the incident with the breastplate further develop the symbolism?

Chapter Eight
1) Consider the descriptions of the governor’s house.  What is the narrator suggesting about the governor?



2) How do the magistrates react to Pearl?  Why?




3) How does Hester behave toward the magistrate?  Why?


4) Why is Hester able to keep Pearl?  What are the arguments that convince the magistrates?




5) What is Pear’s response when asked by the governor, “Who made thee, child?”  What prompts this answer?  What symbolism is developed here?





6) What happens at the end of the chapter that illustrates the minister’s point?
7) Describe how Dimmesdale has changed.



8) Describe how Chillingworth has changed.




9) What twofold role does Reverend Dimmesdale say Pearl plays? 
