The Scarlet Letter Study Guide


name: ___________________________________

Ch. 9-12
Chapter Nine
1) The narrator uses the “either/or” device as an explanation of the minister’s health. Give both explanations.





2) Why does Dimmesdale reject the offer of help?  What finally persuades him to accept the offer?

3) Explain the title of the Chapter and the twofold meaning.




4) Describe Chillingworth’s method of approaching an illness that he is to treat.

5) Describe the relationship between Dimmesdale and Chillingworth.




6) Although some people in the community feel that God has sent Chillingworth to heal the minister, other people have a different view.  Explain the second view and the basis for this idea of Chillingworth.




7)  Give an interpretation for the last and the next to last paragraph in the chapter.

Chapter Ten
1) What action of Dimmesdale’s suggestion that he is hiding something on his chest?



2) How do the black flowers initiate a discussion of “hidden sins”?



3) What explanation, perhaps realization, does Dimmesdale offer for not confessing and thereby revealing a hidden sin?




4) In this context, what does Chillingworth mean when he mutters, “A strange sympathy betwixt soul and body!  Were it only for the art’s sake I must search this matter to the bottom!”?



5) What does Chillingworth do while Dimmesdale sleeps?  Symbolically, what has Chillingworth done to Dimmesdale?  What do you think Chillingworth sees in/on Dimmesdale?  Describe Chillingworth’s reaction to what he sees.  Why do you think he reacts this way? What is Hawthorne suggesting about him?






Chapter Eleven
1) Explain the narrator’s statement, “He [Chillingworth] became not a spectator only, but a chief actor, in the poor minister’s interior world.”



2) What makes Dimmesdale such a good minister?




3) What is ironic about Dimmesdale’s public assertions of his guilt?


4) Explain the ways Dimmesdale tortures himself and is responsible for his own suffering.





5) In what way are both Chillingworth and Dimmesdale to be pitied?




6) What is Hawthorne suggesting about the effects of sin?

Chapter Twelve
1) The  second scaffold scene in the book occurs here.  Critics consider this part as, “Hawthorne at his best.” Why is Dimmesdale on the scaffold?  Why does he climb the scaffold at night?  What do we learn is the source of his chest pain?





2) According to critics, Hawthorne, as an artist of the psychological, has Dimmesdale express his subconscious feelings.  Describe what Hawthorne has Dimmesdale do that suggests his subconscious mind.






3) Why are there so many of the other characters walking around so late at night?




4) How does Dimmesdale feel as he holds Pearl’s hand? Why?






5) Why does Pearl pull away from Dimmesdale?






6) Describe the two seemingly supernatural occurrences.  What effect do they have?
7) How is the symbolism of the letter “A” continued?



8) How does Dimmesdale behave the next day? 



