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Use quotation marks to begin and end a direct
quotation. Do not use quotation marks to set off
an indirect quotation.

The speaker said, “Dylon Thomas is my favorite poet”
The speaker said that Dylan Thomas was her favorite poet.

The speaker's words are set off from the rest of the
sentence with quotation marks, and the first word
of the quotation is capitalized.

When the end of the quotation is also the end of the sentence,
the period fals inside the quotation marks.
She said, “We'll analyze this poem line by line.”

1 the quotationis a question or an exclamation, the
question mark or exclamation point falls inside the
quotation marks. If the entire sentence is a question
or an exclamation, the question mark or exclamation
point falls outside the quotation marks.

“For what reasons does the poet write?" the speaker asked.
Did 1 hear the speaker say, “Thoras died in 195377

If there is a colon or a semicolon at the close of
a quotation, it falls outside the quotation marks.

The speaker called the following poets “bards of enduring

inflsence®: Shakespeare, Keats, Dickinson, and Thomas.
Both parts of a divided quotation are enclosed in
quotation marks. The first word of the second part
is not capitalized unless it begins a new sentence.

“Pechaps you,” she said, “Wwill write immortal poems.”
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- Set off a dect quotation (the exac words thit a porson uses) vih quoragon
marks. A quotaion begins vith a copileterf . setence, bt usuely not
s togment

“revor s, " the toan and beyond i they were regarded as homlescly pecukac”
revor said thatthey were hought o s “hamlessly peculiae”

+ Aphase sisch s she soid ot h repled, used o indicate the speaker may be
placed belor, afte, o in the middieof  quotaton. Usualy a comma sepiates
1his phase rom th quotaion. These cxarmples how whete to place the comma
in elagon o the quotaion maks:

He said, “The Niddietons it cply to tht argument”
e Middictons didt fopyto that argument,”he sad.
“The Middiotons,” he said, "G eply o that rgument”

2 question matk or an excamation poin ends 2 quotelion,that mark s used in
place ofthe comma before a phrase ke he said.

et hat shocking” Mt Healy sid.

+ 1 phvase ke he said appesrs between two quotaions thal are seniences, the
second quotation begis wih @ opal et

“Ancient hatreds ause uin” he said. "Look at our poor county”

Exercise: Punctuating Quotations.
I the following sentences, plice punctuation where i i needed.
1. Do you think tha the sory is s2d he asked.

2 She sad tht e confct weldnovr cese.

5 They wnted  massce an bacres said.

2 That commmen s vt teachsshons ht ot persitod
5y brther s tht he i e he s

& Later e st 1 s ol ol

7. The spsker gt ht there was much e ivobed.

5 Howcoukd ings 8 5 wong sk They shoukd hve hod poce.
9.Getouthe rowed.

10, et all 1 plsded o gt r,
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