The Grand, Gastronomic

Great Gatsby

Project

30 pts.
Description:  In the style of the lavish roaring twenties, you will not only write an essay on the characterization of one main character in the novel, but you will create a decadent symbolic dessert!

Part I:  Essay Instructions:  Choose a main character:  Jay, Daisy, Tom, Nick, Mr. Wilson, or Myrtle.  Find three to five passages that really show their “true colors” and help you define them as people.  Come up with a thesis statement that states or sums up their major qualities.  Suggest what you think Fitzgerald is saying about the American dream and American society through this characterization.  Essay should be double-spaced, five paragraphs, 12 pt. font.
Part II:  Dessert Instructions:  In addition to the essay, you will also create a gastronomic delight (gourmet dessert) that symbolizes their personality and essence.  Think of their personality traits, and get creative!  For instance, a dessert that represents Tom would have strong, rich ingredients--say, a large chocolate and peanut butter cookie decorated with dark and light icing (representing his racist preoccupations)  in the shape of a football-- while a dessert representing Daisy would be rather delicate, light and unstable, like jello and whipped cream..  You don’t have to bring more than one dessert (unless you would like to do so!)  Jay Gatsby is mysterious…so you could create a dessert with several layers, each representing one facet of his personality.   Feel free to decorate a dessert found in your local store or vending machine if you are not a baker. It’s the thought that counts!  (  If you would like, you may work in pairs and present two desserts for two different characters; just make sure you both write your own essays as well!
Essay Rubric:
A:





B:



C:


  






1.  3-5 passages from text

1.  2 passages


1.  1 passage


2. Clear thesis statement

2.  Somewhat clear thesis

2.  confusing thesis
3. Explains each passage

3.  Explains 2 passages

3.  Explains 1 passage 
4. Clear, concise writing

4.  Often has concise writing

4.  unclear, vague 

