1234 Flournoy Street
San Diego, CA 92130
September 28, 2007
(four spaces)
Mr. Craig Fox, English
Canyon Crest Academy
5951 Village Center Loop Road

San Diego, CA 92130
(double space)
Dear Mr. Fox,

(double space)
Last year, I overheard a friend say in one of my classes, “I think all girls want to be an actress or a singer when they are little.”  Although I dislike generalizations, I have to agree with this one and it is true for me.  When I was about five years old, I was introduced to the world of singing and music.  My parents had gotten a karaoke machine when I was that age.  They would put large, shiny laser discs in the machine, turn on the microphone, and sing along to the words on the screen.  I became fascinated with watching my parents sing and one day as I was watching my mom do it, she encouraged me to try singing.  She guided me through Vanessa Williams’ hit song, “Save the Best for Last.”  Ever since then, singing became a favorite hobby of mine.  When I was seven my mom enrolled me in group vocal lessons at the Del Mar Recreation Center.  Pretty soon after that, I began to perform onstage.  I was in my elementary school’s Glee Club for three years and I performed songs in school talent shows for four years.  During my freshman year of high school, I extended my vocal training in classes held at the Solano Beach Municipal Building.   That same year, I auditioned for my school’s talent show again, only to be cut from performing.  After the disappointment, I simply did not push myself to perform anymore, although I still enjoyed singing very much.

Musical theater, a performing arts discipline of song, dance, and drama combined, really started to come into play in my life during high school.  I came to watch Canyon Crest Academy’s fall musicals every year and I was amazed at how well this art form could create something so wonderful, aesthetically and in meaning.  I could never afford a trip to Broadway, or to a musical at the La Jolla Playhouse.  So, my school’s performances were all that I had.  In November, 2005, I had the chance to experience musical theatre in a different way- through film.  Rent was made into a film.  The songs and the story stuck with me and now, I want to perform in a production.
For my physical project, I plan on enrolling in musical theatre classes at the La Jolla Playhouse.  Although I have had experience in vocal music, dance and acting, I want to stretch myself into learning more about these disciplines together.  I want to learn how to tie these elements together to create the entire art of musical theatre.  I recently thought about becoming a Theatre minor in college.  Perhaps taking these classes will help me prepare for doing so, or even to help me decide if a career in theater is something I want to pursue or not in the future.  Hopefully by taking these classes, I will be ready to perform onstage in a production, which is something that I have always wanted to do, but haven’t had the chance to do yet.
For my senior thesis, I will explore world issues expressed in musical theater productions.  Many musicals deal with important issues that affect our lives.  One example would be the AIDS epidemic prominent in the musical Rent.  For my paper, I want to research the diseases’ impacts on society for better or for worse.  What kind of message are musicals sending out to the rest of the world?
I understand that this project will take a lot of time and work, but I want to dedicate myself to it and make it a top priority.  I will set aside time to plan and write a good research paper and to fulfill the fifteen-hour requirement with my mentor for my physical project.  My only expectation for this project is that it will help me to grow as a person.  I am looking forward to doing my senior exit project.

(double space)
Sincerely,

your signature 
(four spaces)
Your name (typed), CCA Senior

