	miserly
	adj. greedy for money and unwilling to spend it.

	mitigate
	v. make something less severe.

	morose
	adj. gloomy.

	notoriety
	adj. famous for something bad.

	oblivion
	n. a state of being utterly forgotten. 

	opulence
	n. affluence.

	peripheral 
	adj. relating to something, not significant.

	phenomenon
	n. a fact that can be observed.

	placate
	v. make somebody less angry.

	pragmatic
	adj. more concerned with practical results than with theories.

	preclude
	v. prevent.

	presumptuous
	adj. rude or arrogant.

	pretentious
	adj. self-important.

	prodigal
	adj. very wasteful.

	proliferation
	n. rapid increase.

	proximity
	n. closeness in space.


