8th grade

Think of how desolate and bleak the world would be without color.  It would be a dull, dreary landscape devoid of visual life. Colors are an essential part of our life.  They provide meaning, beauty and pleasure for so many, and red is by far the best of all colors in the wide spectrum of possible light and pigment. Red is the best color due to its bold, daring qualities and symbolism, though some perceive it as flashy.

First, the color red is bright and brave. Red means courage. The color conveys emotion and passionate feelings. When something important has happened, it is said to be a “Red-letter day”. When one is extremely angry, the phrase “Seeing red” is used. Red is the color of good luck in Chinese culture, it is the color of fire, love and momentous occasions.  Hollywood’s famous carpet is not a sparkly green, depressing black or overcast blue, it is red. Nothing expresses the pulsing qualities of life better than the hue of red. Valentines, stoplights, and blood are red. Red is the color of bright, beautiful aspects of life, and should be used accordingly.
Not only is this spectacular color daring and passionate, it is also symbolic.  Crimson shades indicate fiery disposition, strong opinions of views and strength. Redheads are seen as spiritual. This stereo type, is not without reason. Red means that a strong feeling or idea is being thrust forth. For example, in the popular movie, The Loard of the Rings: The Two Towers, the character Legolas glares at dazzling red sunrise and proclaims, “A red sun rises, much blood has been split this night.” Red is red all over the world.  It is a universal color at something to pay attention to and take notice of. The lights on a stoplight do not change when one visits another country, because everyone knows that red stands for “Stop”. Another example of the many subjects red represents appears in a musical phenomenon Les Miserables, modeled after the epic book by Victor Hugo.  The revolution’s symbol is a red flag, waved above the barricade, symbolizing revolt and change. Red is the color of desire and love universally. Our country’s flag has red stripes on it to remind that the blood spilled for a noble and just cause. The unique and meaningful color is a true impression of many ideal we as a society value.
Someone may say that red is too loud, too ostentatious and pretentious, but this is not true. Red is a color that has the courage to be bright, make a statement, and stand out from the crowd. It has the ability to be expressive, powerful, and mean something. Red isn’t just a tiny spoke on a color wheel, it’s a pioneer in the world of drab,dull, boring palettes at gray, black and uneventful white. Red is a symbol for out times: modern, daring and symbolic.

Therefore, in an age where landscapes are covered in shiny, clinical and impersonal gray skyscrapers the blue skies are the norm, have the courage to be different. Have the ability to shout what is passionate. Big, bold, bright, don’t follow the herd. Step out onto that red carpet and it will be obvious red that is for one and for all.  North County Times, red is the color that is, without a doubt, the brightest color for its outspoken, daring attributes and it’s symbolism. Even though some dull, conventional humans dare to call red too showy, red is absolutely the most magnificent color in the universe.
45 minute timed writing sample.  Students did not know prompt ahead of time.
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