ALGEBRA 1

READINESS PROFILE AND COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Prerequisite – ‘C’ or higher in Pre-Algebra 7 (A or B is recommended)

Students entering Algebra 1 should already have a good understanding of the following:

1) How to solve multi-step single variable equations

2) How to simplify expressions involving integers, absolute value, properties, and exponents

3) How to compute the slope of a line and graph linear equations

4) How to solve proportions

5) How to algebraically solve word problems involving area, perimeter, consecutive integer, percents, proportions, etc.

Students entering Algebra 1 should also be able to solve problems such as:

	Equation and Inequality Problems

1) 
[image: image1.wmf]15

5

2

=

+

x


2)  
[image: image2.wmf]6

11

3

=

-

-

m


3)  
[image: image3.wmf]7

2

3

£

-

x


	Proportions
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	Explain an Equation Problem

       2(x + 4) = -14

          2x + 8 = -14                      First, I distributed the 2 over the x + 4.

2x + 8 + (-8) = -14 + (-8)              Then, I added –8 to both sides.

                2x = -22                      Then. I simplified.

                2x = -22                      Then, I divided both sides by 2.

2 2

                     x = -11                      Then, I simplified.                          

         
	Word problems using Algebra

1)  The length of a rectangle is four

times its width.  If the perimeter is 

50 cm, find the dimensions of

the rectangle.

2)  A sweater usually sells for $15.50. 

Find the sale price of the sweater if

it is on sale for 35% off.  


Students entering Algebra 1 are expected to do the following:

1) Complete ALL homework problems.

2) Use pencil to complete assignments and pen to correct homework and tests.

3) Take detailed notes and use them as guidelines for assignments.

4) Identify areas or concepts that they do not understand and get help at the first sign of difficulty.

5) Promptly make up notes and assignments after absences and keep absences to a minimum.

6) Keep an organized notebook.

Approximately 75% of a student’s grade will be determined by test and quiz scores.  Retake tests will not be given.

Algebra maintains a pace of one section per hour of class, one chapter every 2 to 3 weeks.  Students will be expected to spend an average of 45 minutes to 1 hour outside of class on homework for each class period.

A successful Algebra 1 student is one who is diligent, hard-working, and self motivated; one who not only meticulously checks for correct answers, but corrects his/her mistakes and inquires as to why the problem was wrong. 
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