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“The direction in which education starts a man will determine his future life.”


--Plato

“What is the highest of all goods? . . . The many do not give the same account as the wise.”


--Aristotle

“Life is difficult. . . .Once we truly know that life is difficult—once we truly understand and accept it—then life is no longer difficult.  Because once it is accepted, the fact that life is difficult no longer matters.”


--M. Scott Peck

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is the culminating class for the Honors and Advanced Placement English programs here at Canyon Crest Academy.  The course is designed specifically to meet the needs of college-bound seniors by exposing them to a broad range of literary texts and approaches to academic analysis.   As required by the College Board, this course is a college-level class, and over the course of the term students will read, annotate, and analyze poetry, prose, and literary criticism.  Because this is an academically rigorous course, students should have the appropriate amount of time and commitment in order to succeed.  This course requires great commitment to hard work, strong self-discipline, and superior time-management skills, and students will be expected and encouraged to work independently.  While writing skills are taught and refined, competent dexterity in written expression is assumed.  Oral participation is mandatory and will be used as one mode of evaluation for this course.  Students will be prepared for and are required to take the AP Literature and Composition exam in May.

Performance Objectives:  Students will be able to demonstrate mastery in the following areas:

· Critical and analytical reading and interpretation of poetry, prose, and critical analysis

· Specific focus on stylistic analysis

· Student-generated critical essays analyzing various texts

· Timed Writing and On-Demand essays

· Academic presentations

· Multi-media presentations using a wide variety of technology

Necessary Skills: Upon entering the course, students should possess the following skills:

· Academic maturity

· Strong time-management skills

· Proficiency in reading and writing

· Ability to work independently

· Intellectual curiosity

Possible Texts for Study:
· Laurence Perrine – Sound and Sense,  11th edition

· Shakespeare – Hamlet
· Shakespeare – Macbeth
· John Milton – selections from Paradise Lost
· Choderlos de Laclos – Les Liaisons Dangereuses, Penguin edition

· Joseph Conrad – Heart of Darkness
· James Joyce – A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
· William Faulkner – Absalom, Absalom!
· Don DeLillo – White Noise
· Selected essays from literary and cultural critics
Homework:  Students should expect to spend between 90-120 minutes on homework per class meeting.  Most homework will be reading 30-40 pages of complex and sophisticated literary art or criticism.  Depending on the level of student preparation, some students may be required to dedicate extra time on this class.

Computer Based Component:  In addition to the traditional curricular qualities, students will be required to have access to a computer and the internet.  Many class assignments will only be accessible through the computer, and students will need to refer to the course “Cyber-Reader” through blackboard.com for many articles and critical materials required for the course.  While not required, students are strongly encouraged to download, print, and annotate all articles from the Cyber-Reader for study, review, and exams.  In addition, many self-guided AP test preparation articles, activities, and sample items may be found through this course’s blackboard.com site.  Furthermore, students will have access to the APEX website, which gives student-specific diagnostic and improvement exercises, geared towards the individual student’s strengths and weaknesses to help ensure success on the AP exam.  Students are strongly encouraged to utilize these materials.

Grading Policy: A student’s grade for this course is determined by the percentage of accumulated points out of the points possible.


A=100-90%
B=89-80%
C=79-70%
D=69-60%
F=59-0%

All written assignments are due at the beginning of the period and no late work is accepted!  If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to get the work assigned and information covered during his or her absence.  Students have the total number of days absent plus one to complete and turn in make-up work.  After that, make-up work will no longer be accepted.

Department Recommendations: Students should have received no lower than a “B” in Honors English 9, 10 and AP Language or no lower than an “A” in College Prep. English 9, 10, and 11.  Students who received lower grades are strongly recommended to spend extracurricular time on skill improvement before and during AP English 12.

I look forward to working with you in the coming term!
