Analytical / Expository Essay Rubric

Thesis:  The thesis is an argumentative statement in response to a prompt.  It makes a claim that the writer will prove in the essay.  The thesis expresses an opinion and is the one central idea for the essay.  The thesis does not necessarily list what the essay will cover, although a less mature thesis might.  The thesis presents one of several opposing viewpoints, each of which could be argued effectively.

6 – strongly and confidently argumentative; original and imaginative; eloquent wording; bold, creative, not predictable; goes beyond classroom discussion

5 – substantially argumentative; competent; adequate wording; effective but predictable

4 – minimally argumentative; focused but formulaic; uses same phrasing as prompt; pedestrian and limited

3 – uninteresting; shallow; indecisive and unfocused or obvious

2 – vague; bland; may represent an inaccurate reading of text

1 – summary rather than argument; inconsequential; implausible; hypothetical (e.g. “If only ‘X’ had …; “’X’ should have…”)

Introduction:  The introduction presents the subject of the essay and is generally three to six sentences long; it refers to the text to establish context and may include a very brief summary statement relevant to the thesis.  The introduction makes a general statement building on the prompt; the general statement leads to a more specific statement linking the prompt to the thesis.  The introduction includes the thesis statement.

6 – compelling, intriguing subject; unusually perceptive; masterful sentence progression and presentation of ideas; sophisticated diction and syntax

5 – skillful presentation of subject using general then specific statements; any summary of text is relevant and effective; mature diction and syntax enhance the reader’s understanding

4 – the subject of the essay addresses the prompt; explicit and unambiguous; logical but simplistic; employs language efficiently

3 – the subject of the essay is implied but not explicit; too brief or too excessive; omits general statement or specific statements

2 – subject is vague; excessive summary; no logical progression from sentence to sentence

1 – subject unclear; no context; irrelevant statements; no foundation for thesis

Body Paragraphs:  The body of the essay builds a complete argument in support of the thesis.  Each body paragraph presents and analyzes evidence and proves one integral part of the overall argument.  Evidence and commentary follow a logical train of thought and are linked by appropriate transitions.  Evidence is properly set up and analyzed to prove thesis.

For each body paragraph:

6 – imaginative, insightful, and strongly argumentative topic; masterful setups; compelling and comprehensive evidence; unpredictable and profound commentary; polished transitions; sophisticated diction and syntax

5 – perceptive and argumentative topic; competent setups; convincing evidence; authoritative, thoughtful commentary; skillful transitions; mature diction and syntax

4 – topic relevant to thesis; simplistic setups; obvious evidence; brief, predictable commentary; appropriate transitions

3 – shallow topic; evidence not setup; weak evidence; trite, unconvincing, or superficial commentary; awkward transitions

2 – vague or irrelevant topic; distracting summary of text; invalid evidence; absence of commentary or analysis; no transitions

1 – missing topic; excessive summary of text; obvious misreading of text; no evidence

Conclusion:  The conclusion is generally three to six sentences long and reverses the structure used in the introduction.  The conclusion moves from specific statement to general statement to universal insight.  The conclusion begins with a rewording of the thesis and concludes by stating how the text represents one aspect of the human condition.

6 – profound insights; compelling closure and resolution of argument in support of thesis; sophisticated diction and syntax

5 – creative and significant insights; skillful progression from specific to general to universal statements; mature diction and syntax

4 – makes relevant but obvious statements about the significance of the text; logical, yet simplistic

3 – makes assertions that have not been proved; makes a shallow statement about the significance of the text; omits either general or specific statements

2 – simplistic moralizing; confused arrangement of general and specific statements; no conclusion about the significance of the text; introduces new evidence not included in body paragraphs

1 – brief restatement of thesis; irrelevant; implausible or hypothetical statements (e.g. “if only ‘X’ had. . . “; “’X’ should have . . .”)

