Language Arts Content Standards
During this unit, students will

· Make assertions about significant patterns, motifs, perspectives. [Reading Comprehension Standard 2.4]. 

· Use point of view...for specific purpose. [Writing Strategies Standard 1.2] 

· Demonstrate understanding of the elements of persuasion. [Writing Strategies Standard 1.1]. 

· Structure sustained arguments with support. [Writing Strategies Standard 1.3

· Web sites with 1885 newspaper articles show that the objections of Twain's contemporaries toward his novel are quite different from those of today. Students take on the persona of an outraged 19th-century citizen and write a letter to the Concord Library asking that the book be banned. Students will structure ideas logically, use specific rhetorical devices to support assertions, clarify and defend positions with precise and relevant evidence and address readers' (19th entury citizens) concerns.
Tuesday 3

Wed 4

First half:

 Video Lab

1. Big ideas

· Why is the teaching and reading of Huck Finn so controversial? 

· How have criticisms of the book changed from its 1885 publication to now? 

· What is racism and is Huck Finn racist?

· 25 points:

·  Read one positive response to Huck Finn and one negative form the following links. Annotate and take notes. This will be a graded assignment collected at the end of the next class period.
· Use the expository text handout to record your notes.
· Homework read free reading book and begin to think or draft first reading response journal
Letter to School Board Assignment

Huck Finn unit

English 11

· Assignment: Let’s imagine that Huckleberry Finn was being challenged in our school district. The board asked for letters stating opinions on the matter. Write a persuasive letter to the school board demanding that Huck Finn be removed from the San Dieguito School District’s reading list, or, give reasons why it should remain in place.  

· You may focus on the importance of reading it because it allows us to see a p[cincture of the 1840’s and slavery (however incomplete) that contains more vermisilitude than a history book and allows at least for a discussion of race and language.  You may discuss the importance of understanding tone and satire, because if we don’t understand ironic tone, we miss many arguments and ideas in our life. You may argue the book should not be included because it is too racist, offensive or the dialect is not accessible for today’s; readers.

· Attempt to persuade the board members with your words.

· Focus effort on writing clear and concise paragraphs, beginning with a strong topic sentence. Notice that the example gives a topic sentence, then unpacks the meaning in the paragraph. Highlight each topic sentence in bold print.
· Include an introduction and conclusion to your work.

· Use the proper business-letter format. See the example for assistance.

You will be assigned to either defend the reading of Huckleberry Finn or oppose the required reading of Huckleberry Finn. 
· Find relevant documents and materials on the web that support your committee’s position.

· You will need at least two valid sources other than Huckleberry Finn to develop your position.
· You will need five to six quotations from Huck Finn to prove your point.
· You are graded on use of persuasive technique 
· An electronic text of the novel is available for finding supporting evidence. ues, topic sentences, interesting writing, and business-letter format
· Should Huck Finn remain required core literature in American Literature classes?

Teacher wants to ban Huck Finn
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-classics19-2009jan19,0,4954462.story

· “Is Obama the end to Huck Finn:”

· http://teachers.sduhsd.k12.ca.us/mcunningham/Is%20Barack%20Obama.doc
· “In The Age of Obama should we read Huck Finn”

· http://www.newsweek.com/id/187009
Both sides: should Huck be banned because of the N word?

· http://www.sciforums.com/showthread.php?t=83142
·  Huck Finn gets sent down the river 

Point: Curriculum should be sensitive to students' feelings 

Counterpoint: Curriculum need to recognize, not ignore, racism 

URL: http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/PointCounter.html 

Grade Level Readability:appropriate 

Comments: Two opposing articles written by students for students. 

Huck and the Concord Library 

URL:http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/huckfinn/hfconcrd.html 

Grade Level Readability:19th century news articles, but not difficult 

Objectivity: This site links to a news articles criticizing Huck Finn. 

  

Life 1885: February 26 

URL:http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/huckfinn/life1.html 

Grade Level Readability:19th century book review, but not difficult 

Comments:Ironic criticism of Mark Twain's "humor" in Huck Finn. 

Jim In Black Face

http://itech.fgcu.edu/&/issues/vol1/issue1/huckfinn.htm
· Blackface Minstrelsy 

URL:http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/huckfinn/minstrl.html 

Grade Level Readability: challenging 

Comments: Includes two 19th century minstrel show dialogues and links to 2 passages from Huck Finn. 

Censorship of Huck:

Huck Finn in San Jose #1, 1995 I and Huck Finn in San Jose #2 

    

Racism: a short definition 

URL: http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/ComptonRacism.html 

Comments: A simple definition from the article "Race and Ethnicity" in Compton's Encyclopedia. 

  

Excellent essay on Racism, history and Huck Finn
Is Mark Twain Racist 

Excellent essay on Racism, history and Huck Finn
Resources for Slavery and Huckleberry Finn 
Mark Twain on Book Banning
Banned Books and Censorship
Mark Twain's Legacy 

Mark Twain anti imperialism 

Huck and Anti Imperialism 

Reviews of Huck Finn in its time
Ms. 

Chair of School Board

La Costa Canyon High School District

Dear School Board Members,

As a teacher of Junior English at Clackamas High School, I am deeply concerned about The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’s placement on the approved reading list. I included the novel in my class this year, and the experience showed me the problems of such material. I am aware of both the controversy and the refutations of that controversy and tried to offer both in the classroom. Students, however, failed to grasp the meaning of Mark Twain’s satirical pen–whether he was intentional or not–and the “deeper” meaning of the novel passed by. Students then were left with what they saw on the written page. Because of this experience nce, I  have three main reasons why I believe the novel should not be taught .

The novel fails to measure up to the accepted standard of good literature. I understand that w all have different measures of what makes a good book, but I find it difficult to believe that Huck Finn fits anyone’s definition. While it may be an exciting adventure of a boy escaping from “sivilization,” the novel is filled with flat characters with little development. Pap is the always evil father without any human qualities. The King and the Duke, two men pivotal to the

progress of the plot, are typical con men that we have seen countless times before. Huck Finn

himself, the boy around whom controversy swells, is as distant to his readers as freedom is to

him. These plain, flat characters make it difficult to see the noteworthiness of this novel.

The novel reinforces negative stereotypes of African-Americans. While I shudder to be lumped into the same category of countless others who have preceded me, I cannot sit silent

on this matter. Huck Finn is filled with derogatory words, commentary, and characterization of

blacks. I do welcome discussion of racial matters in my class, but the book does not provide for

intelligent dialogue, or helpful discussions to develop ideas; rather, it encourages anger and

arguments and hurt feelings. Twain’s portrayal of Jim is nothing more than a minstrel buffoonery for the enjoyment of white audiences. Because of this, students cannot see past the

author’s comedy to feel the pain of the deeper message: that blacks were not treated as

humans in the South.

Our school population does not reflect a diverse enough class to have proper discussions on racial matters. At this time, our school does not have the opportunity of a culturally-diverse population that would make discussions of race helpful. Our classes are filled with mostly white students who lack the experience and sensitivity to discuss what it is like to be the target of discrimination. Until this changes, a study of Huck Finn amounts to little more than simply watching an episode of “Roots” during a Civil Rights unit.

Please consider the matter that I have presented to you. I am willing to work with the District in selecting another choice to fill the void left if Huck Finn is removed. I believe that all students will benefit from this action.

Sincerely,
Tuesday/Wed second half of class:

· Divide students into pairs. Tell them they are going to create a "blended poem" that combines two presidential speeches into a single work of art. 

· Each pair will use their Gettysburg Address speech and one copy of the Obama speech, as well as highlighters in two different colors. After reading first pages of Obama’s speech aloud, each pair should highlight key words, phrases or sentences as they read. Students should use one color for Lincoln one for Obama. When students have finished highlighting, ask them to discuss with each other the words/phrases they highlighted and the reasons they chose those words/phrases. 

Ask students to cut out at least 10 of their favorite highlighted sections. Then have them create a poem from their highlighted selections, by pasting the words onto a separate sheet of paper.

Each group will them read their poem to the class. (maybe volunteer) The words of Lincoln and Obama will be highlighted in different colors, so students can read their poem together, with each student taking on the voice of one of the speakers. Students should also explain why they made the artistic choices they made. 

As a group, students should discuss the differences and similarities between the different blended poems created by different pairs of students. Did any phrases appear in all, or nearly all of the blended poems? Why? Did one pair of students find deep meaning in a phrase that another student rejected as insignificant? Why?

Thursday/Friday

· Media Lab first half

Finish notetaking

Collect notes 

· Second Half

Finish Obama/Lincoln notes’poem

Thursday Friday Homework

As homework, each student should write down their thoughts and ideas about the issues raised in both speeches. This doesn't have to be a formal essay – just a set of notes on the student's ideas on race in America. During the next class period, students can discuss their observations. During the discussion, have students make notes to record the areas on which the entire class seems to be in agreement.

Monday/Tuesday

Drafting the letter

 

 

