Rules of Notice

Adapted from Peter Rabinowitz’s Before Reading
Mark the title: Is it a verb, a noun, or an adjective? If it is a verb, what does this action have to do with the story? If it’s an adjective, who does it describe? If it is a noun, whose name is it?

Mark the beginning and the end: Read the first paragraph. Who is involved and where does the story take place? Read the last paragraph. Where does the story end? Who’s part of the ending?

Map the plot. Find out what happens where and when. Draw a line across the page where the scene switches to another place. Write the names of the characters in each scene. Find out it the action moves forward or backward in time and by how much

Mark the places, people or things that are described. Place a capital letter D next to the name of what is described.

Does the point of view change at any time in the story? Mark where, draw an eye. Think of why the author might have done that.

Do you notice any repetition? Underline the repetition. Think of why the author might have done that.

Are there any surprises in this story? Anything that caught you unaware? Again, think of why the author might have done that.

