Annotations

1. For each of the selected works turn in analytical style annotations and a creative summary project. These should be 8-10 pages of notes, annotations, dialectical journals, quotations and responses, critical analysis. The notes should address the following areas of style evaluation as they apply to your author.
An author’s style is the way he or she uses language. Style involves using language that is endowed with point and force, which is organized to achieve an intended effect upon the reader. Look for the following when evaluating style: First, the writer uses style (rhetorical devices) consciously for a purpose.  A writer’s tone is intentional. 

So any explanation of rhetorical devices must go beyond a definition or explanation of the device towards an understanding of how the device ( diction, imagery, point of view, sentence structure, organization, irony) are used to establish a purpose, theme or character.  Annotations should include context (what is happening and why the quotation is relevant) and a complete understanding of the major themes, characters setting and plot points. Responses should go beyond the obvious and summary .  Good responses include analysis, synthesis, connections to other works of literature, your life, predications, questions, and startling insights into language and theme.

There are at least five areas that may be considered when analyzing style:  Tone, diction, sentence structure, treatment of subject matter/structure/organization, and figurative language. 
· Tone: How does the tone affect the style?  If the tone shifts, does the change affect the style?  The tone is the author’s attitude, which is apparent because of the choice of words or arrangement of details.  Tone involves such attitudes as the ironic, satiric, objective, pessimistic, optimistic, cynical, comic, tragic, etc.

· Diction (choice of words) Describe diction by considering the following: Describe the use of vocabulary or word choice. Is word usage vague or concrete, vivid and vigorous, turgid and dull, denotative or connotative, straightforward or figurative, conversational or unusual, archaic, artificial, and/or ornate? Does the author employ words and details economically or expansively?

Words may be monosyllabic (one syllable in length) or polysyllabic (more than one syllable in length).  The higher the ratio of polysyllabic words, the more difficult the content. Words may be mainly colloquial (slang), informal (conversational), formal (literary), or old-fashioned. Words may be concrete (specific) or abstract (general). Words may be euphonious (pleasant sounding), e.g. butterfly, or cacophonous (harsh sounding), e.g., pus. 

· Language, imagery and figurative language

· Sentence Structure
Describe the sentence structure by considering the following:Examine the sentence length. Are the sentences telegraphic (shorter than five words in length), short (approximately five words in length), medium (approximately eighteen words in length), or long and involved (thirty words or more in length)?  Does the sentence length fit the subject matter; what variety of lengths are present?  Why is the sentence length effective?  
Examine sentence patterns. Some elements to be considered are:
A declarative (assertive) sentence makes a statement, e.g., The king is sick.  An imperative sentence gives a command, e.g., Off with their heads.  An interrogative sentence asks a question, e.g., Why is the kings sick? An exclamatory sentence makes and exclamation, e.g., The king is dead!
A simple sentence contains one subject and one verb, e.g., The singer bowed to her adoring audience.  A compound sentence contains two independent clauses joined by a coordinate conjunction (and, but, or), or by a semicolon, e.g., The singer bowed to the audience, but she sang no encores.  A complex sentence contains an independent clause and one or more subordinate clauses, e.g., You said that you would tell the truth. A compound-complex sentence contains two or more principal clauses and one or more subordinate clauses, e.g., The singer owed while the audience applauded, but she sang no encores.
A loose sentence makes complete sense if brought to a close before the actual ending, e.g., We reached Edmonton/that morning/after a turbulent flight/and some exciting experiences.  A periodic sentence makes sense only when the end of the sentence is reached, e.g., That morning, after a turbulent flight and some exciting experiences, we reached Edmonton.
In a balanced sentence, the phrases or clauses balance each other by virtue of their likeness or structure, meaning, and/or length, e.g., He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters.Juxtaposition is a poetic and rhetorical device which normally unassociated ideas, words, or phrases are placed next to one another, creating an effect of surprise and with, e.g., The apparition of those faces in the crowd;/Petals on a wet, black bough (In a Station of the Metro by Ezra Pound).
Parallel structure (parallelism) refers to a grammatical or structural similarity between sentences or parts of a sentence.  it involves an arrangement of words, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs so that elements or equal importance are equally developed and similarly phrased, e.g., He was walking, running, and jumping for joy.
Repetition is a device in which words, sounds, and ideas are used more than once for the purpose of enhancing rhythm and creating emphasis, e.g., ...government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth (Address at Gettysburg by A. Lincoln).
A rhetorical question is a question that expects no answer. It is used to draw attention to a point and is generally stronger than a direct statement, e.g., If Mr. Ferchoff is always fair, as you have said, why did he refuse to listen to Mrs. Baldwin's arguments?
· Treatment of Subject Matter
Describe the author’s treatment of the subject matter by considering the following.  Has the author been: Subjective?  Are his conclusions based upon opinions; are they rather personal in nature? Objective?  Are his conclusions based upon facts: are they impersonal or scientific? Supportive of his main idea?  If so, how did he support his claims?  Did he: state his opinions; report his experience; report observations; refer to statements made by experts; use statistical data? 
If you are reading fiction what is the structure or organization of the story?  Does it follow the traditional structure of exposition, setting, character, internal and external conflict, rising action climax, and then a resolution or dénouement?  If not why does the writer alter traditional story structure?  Is it a frame tale, coming of age, revenge tale. Picaresque story or>>>>

2. A creative project that shows your understanding of the text. You should work in a  form that shows your talents.  The project should have a detailed, complex, and thorough connection to the text. You may: 

· Write the first chapter to a novel or a short story that mimics your writer’s style or theme

· Write a monologue, play or movie script based on the novel and film or present the script

· Create a graphic novel that captures the themes and plot of your work

· Paint a scene or series of characters from the novel with explanatory writing

· Make a web page, or a CD with songs that would accompany the novel with explanatory writing

· Use your creative talents and come up with a creative interpretation of the novel and have the instructor okay it

