The Gatsby Party

You are invited to attend a party hosted by the Great Gatsby.  Since he only invites those who are famous or well to do, you must come as someone else.  You must select a person who was famous during the 20’s.  Your person may be and entertainer, politician, athlete, inventor, author, scientist, criminal, humanitarian or any other famous person during the decade.

Your responsibilities:

1. Select a person and research that person’s life.  Complete a pamphlet which contains at least ten facts about the life of the person.  This should contain biographical background, and details about what contributions this person made to the 1920’s and what part of the American dream they represent.  A picture of the person would be nice as well.

2. Dress up like your character.

3. Although Gatsby has lots of money, he is not providing the food or entertainment.  Sometimes wealthy people have potlucks too.  You must bring one of the following: food and music, (little weiners, stuffed olives, those bizzare finger sandwhiches that rich people like are all approriate) or a video representing the character or the 20’s.

4. You will work in a group of four and do a skit that shares the basics of your characters

5. When you come to the party you must mingle with the guests and find out as much about them as you can.  Parties are social events, so you must talk to at least twenty people and find out facts about their lives.  You are also an autograph hound, so you must get their signatures as well

6. More about the party will be forthcoming.

Famous People From the 1920’s
Presidents

Waren G. Harding

Calvin Coolidge

Herbert Hoover

Woodrow Wilson

Entertainers

Irving Berlin

Louis Armstrong

George Gershwin

Douglas Fairbanks

Buster Keaton

Will Rogers

Charlie Chaplin

Harold Lloyd

Greta Garbo

Duke Ellington

Rudolph Valentino

Harry Houdini

Harlem Globetrotters

Isadora Duncan

Al Jolson

Colleen Moore

Bessie Smith

Clara Bow

Inventors

Harvey Cushing

Albert Einstein

Alexander Graham Bell

Henry Ford

John Harrowed

Dr. Alexis Carrel

Lee De Forest

Edwin Hubble

Robert Goddard

Alexander Fleming

H. Gieger

George Eastman

Al Capone

Clarence Darrow

William Jennings Bryan

W.E.B. DuBois

Authors

F. Scott Fitzgerald

Sinclair Lewis

Eugene O’Neil

Willa Cather

Emily Post

Langston Hughes

William Butler Keats

Edna St. Vincent Millay

E.E. Cummings

Robert Frost

Theodore Dreiser

Edna Ferber

A.A. Milne

Thorton Wilder

Stephen Vincent Benet

William Faulkner

Ernest Hemmingway

Herman Hesse

H.L. Menken

James Joyce

Gertrude Stein

Edith Marten

Langston Hughes

Athletes

Babe Ruth

Jack Dempsey

Bill Tidlen

Gertrude Ederle

People

Adolph Hitler

Walt Disney

Ghandi

Sacco and Vanzetti

Pablo Picasso

J. Edgar Hoover

Albert Sweitzer

Cecil B. De Mille

John Scopes

Charles Lindberg

Amelia Earhart

Marcus Garvey

Criminals

Leggs Diamond

Buggs Muran

Arnold Rothestien

John Dillenger

Baby Face Nelson

Bonnie and Clyde
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The Roaring Twenties
(This will be the cat’s pajamas! In other words, you’d best be excited!) 
The Great Fitzgerald


Include information on:

· Military career

· Winning Zelda and loosing Zelda to mental breakdowns

· Descent into alcoholism and failure in Hollywood

Visit the websites: http://www.americanwriters.org/writers/fitzgerald.asp


      http://www.sc.edu/fitzgerald/


      http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/fitzgerald_f.html

And All That Jazz…The Jazz Age

Include information on: 

· The types of music that preceded it

· How Jazz responds to the social repression of African Americans (slavery, Jim Crow laws)

· Jazz during Prohibition and Jazz during the Great Depression

· Jazz Greats: Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, the Cotton Club, the Savoy Ballroom Jellie Roll Morton

· Dancing to Jazz: the foxtrot, the lindy hop and the Charleston, the shimmy,


Visit this website: http://www.neajazzintheschools.org/home.php

*** Your presentation must include music***

Prohibition and Temperance


Include information on:

· The 18th amendment: the motivation behind it and its actual effects

· Al “Scarface” Capone and bootlegging

· The 21st amendment – ending the Great Depression

Visit this website: http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/clash/Prohibition/prohibition-index.htm

Flappers and the New Woman


Include information on:

· The 19th amendment (Women’s Suffrage) and women’s role in World War I

· Her appearance (hair, makeup, clothes, bathing suits)

· Her behavior (drinking, smoking, inappropriate dancing, etc.)

· Famous Flappers: Joan Crawford, Olive Borden, Norma Shearer

Visit the website: http://home.earthlink.net/~rbotti/


     http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/clash/NewWoman/newwoman-index.htm

The Harlem Renaissance— 


Include information on:

· Authors: Zora Neal Hurston, Ralph Ellison, Richard Wright, Langston Hughes

· Artists:  Aaron Douglass 

· Intellectuals: Marcus Garvey, W.E.B. DuBois

· Mainstream response to African American art

· HARLEM!  

Visit the website: http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/Harlem/text/exhibition.html
Consumerism: The Coolidge Era Economy—

Include information on:

· Calvin Coolidge’s presidency 

· Factors that lead to the stock market crash in 1929

· Defining “consumerism” and what it meant in the 1920s

· Department Stores, standardization, chain stores, etc.

Visit the website: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/coolhtml/coolenin.html
Art Deco

Include information on:

· What it looks like – where do we recognize it from today?  

· What its predominant ideas are – what is its purpose?

· Its history – what earlier artistic movements influenced it?

Visit the website: http://home.earthlink.net/~rbotti/
Anti-Immigration and the KKK


Include information on: 

· Literacy testing for immigration and the Ford Motor Company Test

· The Immigration Act of 1924

· The Birth of a Nation

Visit this website: http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/clash/Imm_KKK/antiimmigrationKKK-index.htm

The Scopes Trial


Include information on:

· Darwin’s The Origin of Species
· Scopes and his lawyers

· The Anti-Evolution League


Visit this website: http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/clash/Scopes/scopes-index.htm

