Choose one quotation from act IV that illuminates one of the following themes.

Explicate the quotation by giving:

a. Context-What is happening before the quotations, and why is the character motivated to say what he/she said.

b. Analysis-How does the quotation connect, support or develop the theme that you choose?  Be specific; do not say Proctor dies to show integrity.  Say when Proctor says, “because it is my name, because It is not worth the dust on the feet of those that hanged,” he is emphasizing the need to die with integrity.  Rebecca Nurse and “those that hanged” die with dignity and honor because they will not confess to false charges of witchcraft.  Proctor has confessed but now…….etc etc.

You can not use this one.

In discussing the following ideas which run through this play, keep in mind that it is important for you to be able to say clearly how Miller develops his ideas - through characterizations? plot structure? language? Setting (esp. historical)? conflicts between and within characters? You need to provide examples of these things to illustrate the general points you make about theme. 

1. The Need For Social Responsibility, A 'Human Bond', Integrity.
We all have an obligation to combat perceived evil in society yet characters like Parris, the Putnams, the judges and Abigail shirk this responsibility in favor of promoting personal ends. Show how they do this and contrast their behavior with that of John Proctor who, in placing the well-being of his fellows above his own interests show Miller's belief in a need for personal integrity. 

s 

2. Societal Problems Can Often Be Traced To Individual Human Failings.
Though the trial has religious and super-natural implications Miller tends to show the troubles as stemming from recognisable human failings. Discuss how the following failings are manifested in the play - greed, vengeance, jealousy, ambition, fear, hysteria. 

3. Societies Often Try To Suppress Individual Freedom, In Order To Maintain Social Order.
Discuss how this idea is brought out in the play especially through Proctor's struggle in the final act - the judges' insistence on pinning his written confession on the church door and his resistance to this. Also through Giles Corey who tries to maintain his individual rights (but note the contrast with Proctor's motives). 

4. Often People Tend to Think in 'Black and White'.
(eg. good or evil, god-like or devilish, capitalist or communist). The upholders of the social order like Danforth are forced into this sort of thinking. How? Even Elizabeth Proctor associates John's sexual transgression with evil but what does she come to see. 
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· JOHN PROCTOR
To what extent is this man a hero? What failings does he have? What strengths does he have? How do his strengths and weaknesses bring him into conflict with other characters (including minor characters)? Has he any eagerness to be a martyr? What forces (internal and external) compel him to become one?) How else is this man 'torn internally' or suffer from internal conflicts? Do you admire him? Why? 

· ELIZABETH PROCTOR
Why don't we sympathise with her when we met her in ActII? How does she win our sympathy as the play develops? What does she come to realise by the end of the play? 

· HALE
What are your first impressions of Hale? Why do these impressions change as the play progresses? Despite all his decent instincts, why does he come off badly? 

· PARRIS
Who is he in conflict with in this play? What internal conflicts does he have? What are his main motivations? What does he fear about John Proctor? 

· ABIGAIL WILLIAMS
What does the incident involving the poppet reveal about her character? Why could she be described as a hard opportunist? Is there any softness in her? 

· REBECCA NURSE
In what way does she point to the criminal absurdity of the witch hunt? What do you think she symbolises? 

