English 11





Name ________________________

American Poetry Assignment



Date ________________________

After hearing other poets’ reactions to America, how do you perceive America?  With what tone were the authors writing? With what eyes do you experience the culture in which you live? Are you an outsider? Do you embrace the culture around you? If so, how? What makes America strong? What improvements would you like to see in your lifetime?  Incorporate goals and ideas, your past, present and future and your role in society in your poem.  Write at least 15 lines of poetry on another sheet of paper.  Use “America” in some form for your title.  Select a tone for your poem.  When you have finished, interpret the American dream visually (draw a picture) as a background to your poem. 

Tone selected:__________________________

Rubric:

___ /10 Has at least 15 lines of poetry

___ /2 Has a CREATIVE title 

___ /2 Has a defined tone

___ /5 Has a picture of the American Dream or Theme from poem as the background of the poem 
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