Close Reading

“Memory, symbol, pattern – these are the three items that, more than any other,  separate the professorial reader from the rest of the crowd.  English professors, as a class, are cursed with memory.  Whenever I read a new work, I spin the mental Rolodex looking for correspondence and corollaries – where have I seen his face, don’t I know that theme?

Professors also read, and think symbolically.  Everything is a symbol of something, it seems, until proven otherwise.  We ask, is this a metaphor?  Is that an analogy?  What does the thing over there signify?” (Foster).

Things to consider as you read:

· As you read, write down your first impressions in the margins and/or on a post-it.  Include your dislikes and likes, any questions that arise, points that you find difficult to understand and the reasons why, as well as any revelations or reflections.

· Look for patterns and repetitions (motifs) and recurring elements of the text including images, phrases, and situations.  Ask yourself why the author may have used these repetitions.  Do they affect you as a reader?  Do you derive meaning from them?

· Identify any passages that strike you as highly significant and explain why.  How does the passage contribute to the overall meaning of the literature?  How does the passage contribute to the development of a character or concept?

· Think about how elements of this text can relate to other texts that you have read.

· Read the text in context – consider the time period in which it was written, the literary period (Romantic/realist/modern), and the social and political atmosphere.  How does the author reveal these contextual elements in the literature?  Does the author reveal a particular position on an issue?  How does the author accomplish this?

Remember to note!

· Important ideas

· Figurative language

· New vocabulary and define it!
· Confusion – where you comprehension breaks down

· Questions you have and want to discuss in class.

