Duncan 11th CP

Food Matters

This unit explores food, nutrition and health as it is portrayed in the media and through current literature.  Reading for this unit will include excerpts from The Omnivore’s Dilemma, by Michael Pollen, Fast Food Nation, by Eric Schlosser and articles from current magazines and online journals.  In addition we will watch relevant documentaries related to this topic.  This unit will culminate in a persuasive essay based on your research.

Suggested topics for persuasive essay: supplements, super foods, exercise myths and benefits, alternative medicine, biogenetically modified foods, fast food, organic foods. 

Each day in class, 3 of you will be responsible for presenting an informative article you found in the media that relates to food, fitness, nutrition or health.  You will print the article, write a précis in which you will summarize the article and state the author’s purpose. Bring both of these to class and be prepared to present them to the class.  You will summarize the article and share anything else you noticed about the article such as bias, facts vs. opinions, emotionally charged words or images and generalizations and exaggerations.  The purpose of this unit is to practice reading expository text and identify author bias, and fallacy.  In addition you will learn to:
· recognize the transitional words that signal important information or a shift in focus 

· establish the genre---e.g., cause-effect, definition, persuasive 

· organize the information within an expository text into an outline for subsequent analysis 

· annotate such texts for a specified purpose 

· summarize paragraphs or sections of the text 
· pre-read these texts according to the current purpose 

· use available information such as subheadings to orient and focus your reading 

· identify the main ideas throughout the text 

· develop your own questions and apply them to the text 

· take effective notes for subsequent discussions or writing assignments 


Explanation
Writers often try to persuade their readers to accept a certain viewpoint by presenting facts and opinions. The reader must analyze the reasoning that the author uses in support of his/her point of view. Read carefully to detect evidence of bias or weakness in the author's arguments:  
· generalizations or exaggerations

· loaded (emotionally charged) words/images

· opinions stated as facts
The same criteria can be used to evaluate other media: television news reports, movies, current events programs, Internet web sites, public speakers.

Model for Analysis

What is the author's purpose?
What are the author's arguments in support of his/her viewpoint?
Are generalizations or exaggerations used? Give evidence from the source.
Are any opinions stated as facts? Give evidence from the source.
Are emotionally "loaded" words/images used? Give evidence.
Does the author's bias weaken his/her arguments? Explain.
Describe how you were able to identify the author's point of view.
