The Great Gatsby Analytical Essay

Throughout your reading of The Great Gatsby you have been tracking one of the RAWLIPS themes woven throughout the story.  Your final essay will focus on this.  1)  Make a statement regarding this (simple thesis) such as, “The Great Gatsby is a story about our illusive search for the American Dream”.

 2) Expand on this for a more evolved thesis.  Draw inferences by asking questions such as why this happens, or what we learn from this.  Think symbolically or philosophically about the universal truths that this suggests.  In other words, what is Fitzgerald’s point or message about life?  A more evolved thesis might be; “Throughout The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald shows the decadence and “careless” lifestyles of the 1920’s, in order to show that this ultimately led to the disillusionment of the American dream; the lack of values and focus on money was not the answer to happiness.”  
Challenge yourself to see something new, polish the statement until it is thought-provoking, original and free of linking verbs and informal vocabulary.  This will be your final thesis!  Find a way to include character’s name, author’s name OR title of work. 
Analytically Essay Outline


I.  Introductory paragraph includes:

· Hook!
· Introduce The Great Gatsby, by F.Scott Fitzgerald, with brief summary of story
· Thesis statement: see details above
II. Paragraph 2 - CSEE: Claim – Set-up – Evidence (quotation) - Explanation
· Claim or topic sentence – then Set up for evidence
· Evidence - Weave in a supporting quotation from novel – SEE Below (correctly cited)
· Explanation of quotation (how it supports your thesis)
III.Transition sentence: Paragraph 3
· Claim

· Evidence  - Weave in supporting quotation from novel
· Explanation of quotation
IV. Same as paragraphs 4, and 5 (or however many paragraphs you need) to prove your thesis.
V. Concluding paragraph

· Final thoughts – actually draw conclusions – don’t just say the same thing.
· Leave us with your final thoughts- something new – what are the universal truths?
Quote Blending:  A well-integrated quotation should almost not even look like a quotation. Be sure to find a quotation that is the BEST evidence of the point you are trying to make.  Integrate the quotation into the paragraph, and cite it correctly using quotation marks and page number in parenthesis after and then explain its significance.  Connect the dots.
Example:  The chaplain tells him that he must believe in God, and Meursault defies him, “But he cut me off and urged me on one last time, drawing himself up to his full height and asking me again” (68) thereby turning himself into an anti-hero. By turning his back on religion, Meursault chooses ……
Thesis statement DUE: __________________

Rough Draft DUE: ______________________

Final Draft DUE: ________________________
