Duncan- English 11

One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest Essay Final
In a well written five paragraph essay, explain how McMurphy in One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest, by Ken Kesey, is an anti-hero.  An anti-hero is a central character in a dramatic or narrative work that lacks the qualities of nobility expected of traditional heroes.  Some of these qualities might include:
· imperfections that separate them from typically "heroic" characters (selfishness, ignorance, bigotry, etc.); 

· lack of positive qualities such as "courage, physical prowess, and fortitude," and "generally feel helpless in a world over which they have no control";[1] 

· qualities normally belonging to villains (amorality, greed, violent tendencies, etc.) that may be tempered with more human, identifiable traits (confusion, self-hatred, etc.); 

· noble motives pursued by bending or breaking the law in the belief that "the ends justify the means." 

First identify 3-4 personality qualities that define McMurphy and support this concept of an anti-hero.  Find supporting quotations and evidence within the book that exemplify these qualities.  Find examples of both his negative qualities (egotistical, braggart, violent, amoral, compassionate, etc.) and examples of his positive qualities (intelligent, persuasive, strong, brave, etc.)
Each of these qualities will be developed into one of your supporting paragraphs.

Write an introductory paragraph where you begin with a hook, then identify the novel, including author and title, briefly summarize story, and then end with your thesis statement about McMurphy as an antihero.

Each supporting paragraph will begin with a topic sentence, and have supporting evidence and quotations with explanation.

Your conclusion will be a paragraph of at least 5-6 sentences that summarizes your essay and leaves us with one bigger idea about the book, anti-heroes, or life.

