Rhetorical Précis
Introductory Paragraph
Start your paragraph with a hook (description, short anecdote, question etc.)

Sentence One

In (name of author)’s (type of work – magazine article, book, poem etc.) (title of work-correctly punctuated), (name of author) (rhetorical verb such as: asserts, argues, claims, suggests,…) that (description of author’s thesis/argument).

Sentence Two

(Pronoun: he/she/they/the author) supports this (noun version of rhetorical verb – see sentence one) by (explain the types of evidence the author uses – statistics, examples, research, expert opinion).

Sentence Three

(Author’s last name)’s purpose is to (explain your opinion of the author’s purpose).

Sentence Four

(Pronoun referring to author) writes in a (adjective describing tone) tone for (identify the target audience).

Now typically if you are writing an essay, you will be asked to take a position on whether you agree or disagree with the author’s argument, so you will have to write a thesis and the remainder of your paper will support that thesis while referring to the article.

Thesis:

Must NEVER be a question; must clearly state your position; must not use 
“I believe” or “I think”.

