Rhetorical Vocabulary – Duncan

1. Slippery Slope:  Thinking that one small step will inevitably lead to a chain of events.  If “A” happens, then inevitably “B” will happen.  This is faulty logic.

2. Fallacy: a misconception resulting from incorrect reasoning in argumentation.

3. Ambiguity: multiple meanings, either intentional or unintentional.

4. Denotation: Strict literal definition of a word.

5. Connotation: Non-literal associative meaning of a word.  May involve emotions, ideas or attitudes.

6. Didactic: teaching or instructing.

7. Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration or overstatement.

8. Inference: to draw a reasonable conclusion from information presented.

