
ENVISION DANCE: DANCE LAB SYLLABUS
This course is by audition only.  Students explore, create, evaluate, and criticize dance as an art form.   Students will develop skills for choreography, dance technique, kinesthetic awareness, multi-sensory integration, and self-reflection. Using the dance elements of time, space, and energy, they will create and communicate meaning through dance improvisation, composition, and performance.  Students will analyze, compare and contrast their work, evaluate their work, and critique their self-development as artists. Collaboration among students and mentors is an integral part of successfully completing this course.  Students must be open and receptive to feedback, discussion, and debate.

ATTENDANCE Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to an excused absence.  Please keep up with your grade in Aeries.  If you have an unexcused absence, you cannot make up the work, even if it is an assessment or a test.
TARDIES You need to be on time, ready to dance, every day.  
CCA’s Tardy Policy is the following:  
   


1st: Verbal Warning
2nd: Parent Contact
3rd: 4-Hour Saturday School
4th: Referral to Assistant Principal


PRACTICE CARDS 
Practice cards are used to obtain points towards an excused absence.  They cannot be used for a “no dress” day or an unexcused absence.  After 5 practice cards, it is up to the teacher’s discretion on whether or not to allow more practice cards.  A student’s grade may begin go decline based upon class attendance.

APPROPRIATE ATTIRE All attire for both boys and girls must be black and form-fitting.  Both boys and girls must wear appropriate undergarments.  We require form-fitting attire for multiple reasons.  First, it allows you to move freely.  Secondly, it allows both you and your instructor to see your body clearly, greatly reducing risk of injury. 


FOLLOWING BASIC DANCE ETTIQUETTE during class is important. Dance etiquette includes: being on time, no gum-chewing, being quiet during the warm-up or instruction, standing (not sitting) during class, having hair pulled back and off face, and applauding at the end of each class to thank both your teacher and classmates.  There are many rules in a dance classroom that we will cover, but these are the fundamentals.

PARTICIPATION & EXPECTATIONS
You have five minutes from the time the tardy bell rings to be in class, ready for roll.   Please check your attitudes at the door, and come ready to dance and relieve some stress.  You need to be present in class, aware of your space in relation to your classmates.  You receive 5 participation points per day for dressing out and giving this 
class 110%.  The point system is all or nothing.  You will receive your 5 points for the day as long as you follow the expectations outlined in this syllabus.  Everything will be documented in Aeries.  

GRADING CRITERIA

Grade Breakdown:
Participation: 50%
Dance Assessments & Projects: 30%
Written Work: 20%

   

YATES 07
Grading Standards
Grade of A is given for superlative work that demonstrates a profound commitment to the course material. The student employs the material as a springboard for independent thought and work.
Grade of B is given for very good work that fulfills all the requirements of the course in a conscientious and dedicated manner.
Grade of C is given for work that fulfills all the requirements of the course in a satisfactory manner, but falls short of demonstrating rigor and mastery
Grade of D is given for work that is unsatisfactory.
Grade of F is given for work that fails to fulfill the requirements of the course as listed above
   



PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE

Attending performances is an integral part of growing as a performing artist. Certain CCA dance shows are required.  All performance dates can be found on the CCA website under Envision.  Tickets can also be purchased online. Ushers are always needed for performances, and you can see a show for free by volunteering!  If you are unable to pay the $6, please talk to your teacher about reserving a ticket. The following are MANDATORY for this class: 
Rebels, May 23rd-27th, see below for further details.
Senior Thesis, June 10th and 11th, 4 & 7 PM

Rebels
This show is a collaboration between Envision Dance and Rockband & Vocal Music here at CCA.  We will be creating dance based upon the concept and definition of “Rebel” in our society.  This production will showcase all dancers who are enrolled in Envision Dance classes, and each dancer is required to participate.  This includes attending ALL after school rehearsals as well as ALL performances.  If you have a conflict, you need to notify your teacher within the first couple of weeks of school.  This is a significant portion of your final grade and also an essential element of this class. 

After School Rehearsals:
5/24 & 5/25/2011  3:30-6 in the Proscenium Theater

Performances:  
5/25 & 5/26/2011 at 4 & 7 PM in the Proscenium Theater

**Subway dinners are available for students to purchase in advance.  If purchased, dancers receive dinner one or both nights of the show.   If you wish to purchase either a turkey or veggie sub, please do so prior to Wednesday, May 18th.  You can pay Laura Main in the finance office (located at the front of the gym).  Dancers chose between a veggie or turkey 6” sub, water, chips and a chocolate chip cookie.  Tee Shirts will also be on sale for this show, and all proceeds benefit Envision Dance.  **I highly encourage you to pre-purchase tickets online, as these shows tend to sell out, ticket lines become congested, and seats together are often unavailable.





**Subway dinners are available for students on the following dates:  5/26 & 5/28.  
Students can choose a veggie or turkey sub and must pay Laura Main in the finance office by Monday, May 17th.  Students need to submit their meal receipt, and mark on receipt whether they would like turkey or veggie, to their teacher, Ms. Stohl, or Ms. Buechner.  
Tee shirts will also be available for purchase through the finance office for $15.00


Senior Thesis:

The Senior Thesis Projects are June 10th and 11th, shows at 4 and 7 pm on both days.  All students are REQUIRED to see this production and must submit a performance critique to their teacher for credit.  This is an amazing show which demonstrates the outstanding work of our conservatory dancers.  Senior dancers who have been a part of conservatory for 3 years work throughout the semester on their own bodies of work.  They create the concept and are fully engaged in the process, from music, to choreography, to casting dancers, to rehearsals, costumes, etc.  We have 3 seniors this year who will be displaying their artistic talents.



ENVISION DANCE: DANCE LAB SIGNATURE SHEET

PLEASE KEEP THE SYLLABUS IN YOUR JOUNRAL OR ANOTHER CONVENIENT PLACE FOR QUICK REFERENCE.  RETURN ONLY THIS SHEET TO YOUR INSTRUCTOR ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH, TO DECLARE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED AND READ THE CLASS SYLLABUS.

_________________________________________________
Print Name							


________________________________________________
Student Signature


________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Print Name


__________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
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