   
   
ENVISION DANCE: INTRO TO DANCE SYLLABUS

This course is designed to give the student an overview of the world of dance.  The fundamentals of body alignment, ballet, jazz, and modern will be covered.  Students may repeat this class for PE credit.  If PE credit is completed the student may receive graduation required VPA credit.  

ATTENDANCE Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to an excused absence.  Please keep up with your grade in Aeries.  If you have an unexcused absence, you cannot make up the work, even if it is an assessment or a test.  Attendance and participation are the biggest portion of this grade, and the teacher, at her discretion, can begin deducting points if absences become excessive.
TARDIES You need to be on time, ready to dance, every day.  
CCA’s Tardy Policy is the following:  
   
   



1st: Verbal Warning
2nd: Parent Contact
3rd: 4-Hour Saturday School
4th: Referral to Assistant Principal
   
   




PRACTICE CARDS 
Practice cards are used to obtain points towards an excused absence.  They cannot be used for a “no dress” day or an unexcused absence.  After 5 practice cards, it is up to the teacher’s discretion on whether or not to allow more practice cards.  A student’s grade may begin to decline based upon class attendance.

SUPPLIES Please bring a folder with pockets and loose-leaf notebook paper.  This will be your dance and health journal, a place to reflect, take notes and place handouts. This is due by Friday, February 4th.  It is worth 10 points!  You will also be issued a Health book, which will be kept in the dance studio, or you can take it home as needed to read.  Health days are every Friday, and you will be responsible for your book and having all other needed materials on these days.  

APPROPRIATE ATTIRE All attire for both boys and girls must be form-fitting.  Both boys and girls must wear appropriate undergarments.   *We will dress out Friday, February 4th.  Dancers are expected to wear form-fitting attire for multiple reasons.  First, it allows you to move freely.  Secondly, it allows both you and your instructor to see your body clearly, greatly reducing risk of injury.  We have dance gear for sale, which you can see on the CCA Webstore.

GIRLS
Tights , Leotards, Dance Pants
Tank Tops (full length), Fitted T-shirts
BOYS
T-shirt (normal fit, not baggy), Sweat Pants or Men’s Tights/Bikers

EXAMPLES OF UNACCEPTABLE ATTIRE
Jeans , SHORTS, Cargo pants, Cut off t-shirts, Skirts, Sports Bras (by themselves).

FOLLOWING BASIC DANCE ETTIQUETTE during class is important. Dance etiquette includes: being on time, no gum-chewing, being quiet during the warm-up or instruction, standing (not sitting) during class, having hair pulled back and off face, and applauding at the end of each class to thank both your teacher and classmates.  There are many rules in a dance classroom that we will cover, but these are the fundamentals.

PARTICIPATION & EXPECTATIONS
You have five minutes from the time the tardy bell rings to be in class, ready for roll.   Please check your attitudes at the door, and come ready to dance and relieve some stress.  You need to be present in class, aware of your space in relation to your classmates.  You receive 5 participation points per day for dressing out and giving this class 110%.  The point system is all or nothing.  You will receive your 5 points for the day as long as you follow the expectations outlined in this syllabus.  Everything will be documented in Aeries.  


   
   




GRADING CRITERIA

Grade Breakdown:
Participation: 50%
Health Component: 10%
Dance Assessments & Projects: 30%
Written Work: 10%

DUE DATES*
   
   



3rd Quarter 2/2/2011-4/8/2011 (46 days)
Ballet Assessment		3/7/2011 	
Modern Assessment		4/5/2011
Mid Terms			4/8/2011
Spring Break			4/11/2011 
*Fitness Testing		5/6/2011



4th Quarter 4/18/2011-6/17/2011 (44 days)
Rebels				5/23/2011
Jazz Assessment          		5/16/2011		
Final Choreography Projects	6/1-6/15/2011
Finals 				6/17/2011


   
   



**All freshman are REQUIRED to complete the fitness testing** We will go over these requirements in class.
   
   




	HEALTH 
   
   




Health is an integrated piece of the Intro Dance Classes at CCA.  It will be 10% of the students’ overall dance grade.  Health is generally conducted every Friday of the week.  Students need to keep up with my website and due dates, as the health unit moves really fast.  I have 2 forms on my website that parents also must read, detailing guest speakers, videos, and subject matter that is addressed.

*All dates subject to change


Grading Standards
Grade of A is given for superlative work that demonstrates a profound commitment to the course material. The student employs the material as a springboard for independent thought and work.
Grade of B is given for very good work that fulfills all the requirements of the course in a conscientious and dedicated manner.
Grade of C is given for work that fulfills all the requirements of the course in a satisfactory manner, but falls short of demonstrating rigor and mastery
Grade of D is given for work that is unsatisfactory.
Grade of F is given for work that fails to fulfill the requirements of the course as listed above




PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE

Attending performances is an integral part of growing as a performing artist. Certain CCA dance shows are required.  All performance dates can be found on the CCA website under Envision.  Tickets can also be purchased online. Ushers are always needed for performances, and you can see a show for free by volunteering!  If you are unable to pay the $6, please talk to your teacher about reserving a ticket. The following are MANDATORY for this class: 
Rebels, May 23rd-27th, see below for further details.
Senior Thesis, June 10th and 11th, 4 & 7 PM


Rebels

This show is a collaboration between Envision Dance and Rockband & Vocal Music here at CCA.  We will be creating dance based upon the concept and definition of “Rebel” in our society.  This production will showcase all dancers who are enrolled in Envision Dance classes, and each dancer is required to participate.  This includes attending ALL after school rehearsals as well as ALL performances.  If you have a conflict, you need to notify your teacher within the first couple of weeks of school.  This is a significant portion of your final grade and also an essential element of this class. 

After School Rehearsals:
5/24 & 5/25/2011  3:30-6 in the Proscenium Theater

Performances:  
5/25 & 5/26/2011 at 4 & 7 PM in the Proscenium Theater

**Subway dinners are available for students to purchase in advance.  If purchased, dancers receive dinner one or both nights of the show.   If you wish to purchase either a turkey or veggie sub, please do so prior to Wednesday, May 18th.  You can pay Laura Main in the finance office (located at the front of the gym).  Dancers chose between a veggie or turkey 6” sub, water, chips and a chocolate chip cookie.  Tee Shirts will also be on sale for this show, and all proceeds benefit Envision Dance.  **I highly encourage you to pre-purchase tickets online, as these shows tend to sell out, ticket lines become congested, and seats together are often unavailable.





























ENVISION DANCE: INTRO TO DANCE SIGNATURE SHEET

PLEASE KEEP THE SYLLABUS IN YOUR JOURNAL OR ANOTHER CONVENIENT PLACE FOR QUICK REFERENCE.  RETURN ONLY THIS SHEET TO YOUR INSTRUCTOR ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH, TO DECLARE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED AND READ THE CLASS SYLLABUS.

_________________________________________________
Print Name							


________________________________________________
Student Signature


________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Print Name


__________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
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