Welcome to Mrs. Nguyen’s Life Science Class!
This will be an exciting year!  When you enter the classroom you become a Life Scientist, so bring your creativity, curiosity and imagination.  You will be researching and investigating a variety of topics: metric system, Earth’s history, cells, genetics, evolution, plants, and the human organ systems.  I expect everyone to do their best and succeed in my class!

Behavior Expectations:
In order for you to succeed, we must establish a classroom environment where you feel safe to learn.  We will follow all school rules, including the “No Gum”, “No Food or Drink” (except water) and “No Hat” policy.   Additionally, it is important that all students abide by the following classroom rules:

1. Be on time and prepared
Be in your seat, with science binder open & ready to learn when the bell rings.  

2. Follow directions 

Follow directions the first time they are given.

3. Be respectful of other 

Keep your hands, feet and other objects to yourself. No pushing or shoving. Pushing  or 
    people and their property
shoving will result in an automatic detention. No put-downs, shut up or swearing in class.

4. Agree to Disagree 

Everyone has his/her own opinions.  Value and listen to them but make up your own mind.  

5. Stay on-task


Participate fully in every activity and only do science-related work.  Leave all disruptive 
items at home or they will be confiscated. Such items may be picked up at the end of the semester.
Consequences:
Should you choose to follow or break these rules, there are consequences:

Positive

1. Praise from the teacher or peers

2. Permission to participate in field trips and class activities/games
3. Receive a Cougar Pride card

4. Free time accumulation for the entire class.

5. Raffle ticket for weekly drawing.

Negative 

1. 1st time  = Name on the board (warning)
2. 2nd time = Time-out, student & teacher talk                                
3. 3rd time = Detention, student & teacher talk , call home

4. 4th time or repeat offense  = Referral to assistant principal  & parent – teacher – student meeting

NOTE:
 A REPEATED or SEVERE DISRUPTION will result in an immediate referral and phone call home.

Useful Materials:
1. Large spiral-bound Interactive notebook (at least 200 sheets)
2. Glue sticks
3. Pencils and pens 

Note: Please use the notebook solely for science. This will be your Interactive Science Notebook where you will input the majority of your science work. Any classroom supplies that the teacher provides is for science work ONLY. If you use them for other purposes, you may be banned from using all classroom supplies.
 Assignments:

All work that is turned in should have a proper heading (first and last name, date, period- in the upper right hand corner).  Most work will be found in the science Notebook and stamped/graded weekly. Students are responsible for all assignments regardless of absence. Assignments without a name will not earn credit and may be discarded. Any work not completed in class will be considered homework. Homework assignments are given daily and stamped the next day only if it is correctly completed. Late homework will earn fewer points but will still be stamped only until the end of the unit.

Lab Reports

Labs are not only fun but also a necessary learning tool in our science program at Diegueño.  Safe and considerate practices MUST be followed and the safety rules will be strictly enforced.  If a student chooses to disregard the safety rules, he/she will not be allowed to participate in future labs and earn a zero on the current lab. Lab reports must follow the correct format to receive full credit. 

Absence

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find which assignments you have missed from my website or your classmates.  You are expected to make up all work done during your absence.  Some labs have a limited time period due to perishable materials.  If you are unable to do this lab for the above reason, you will be given an alternative lab or assignment worth the same points. You will have one week from the day you return to complete the missed work. You must turn in the work directly to the teacher.
Late Work 

Work that is late up to a month will be accepted for full credit with a Late Work pass. Students are given 2 Late passes per semester. Without a Late pass, it will only receive 50% credit. It will only be accepted if you turn in the work directly to the teacher. You will earn a zero for any work not turned in.

Parent Notes
Notes from parents/guardians do not excuse any student from work.  If additional time is needed, students must respectfully request an extension from the teacher.
Assessments

Tests or projects will be given during each unit.  The day before the test, you will receive a list of concepts and vocabulary found on the test.  Use this list, your notes, class assignments, Questions of the Day and the end of the chapter questions to prepare for the test.  Quizzes or other forms of assessment will be given periodically throughout the unit.  Students caught talking before the end of the quiz/test are considered cheating and will earn a zero and a referral for that test/quiz- no exceptions.
Grading Policy
A = 90- 100%
B = 80 - 89%
C = 70 – 79%
D = 60 – 69% 
F = 59 % and below
Your grade will be posted in the classroom & on the web by your I.D. number periodically.  Check your grade in-class or at http://parent.sduhsd.net. It is the student’s responsibility to periodically check his/her grade and notify the teacher of any grade discrepancies.  In addition to an academic grade, students earn grades for citizenship.   Citizenship grades are based upon:  having a positive attitude, active participation in classroom activities and following class rules. Students who show leadership, a positive attitude, are active participants and well-behaved will earn an Outstanding. Satisfactory marks are given to students who follow class rules. Field trip participation will be determined by the citizenship grade. Students given a “Needs Improvement” or “Unsatisfactory” may not be allowed to participate in field trips.

Extra Credit and How to Improve Low Scores
Extra Credit is meant to enhance student learning, not to replace class work. Only a few extra credit opportunities will be offered throughout the year. Please do not depend on these assignments to boost your science grade. If you wish to improve your grade, re-do assignments such as lab reports, Notebook units and correct missed test answers. Students will have 3 re-do passes and all re-does must be completed and turned in no later than 2 weeks after the assignment is returned to the student.
Teacher Assistance
Assistance from the teacher will be available during most lunch times and after school. Please come see me if you need help or to make-up work.  It is your responsibility to make an appointment with me to make-up tests, labs, or class activities. I will be happy to help you with advance notice.

Have a safe and exciting year!






Mrs. Nguyen

Email: sally.nguyen@sduhsd.net
        



Website: http://teachers.sduhsd.net/snguyen
Sign the bottom portion and keep it in your Interactive Notebook
Student Pledge:

By signing below, I agree to adhere to all classroom policies.  I understand that I am responsible for my own learning.  I have read the rules and consequences and understand that should I choose to break the rules, I also choose to accept the consequences to maintain a positive classroom environment.

Student Name





Student Signature________________________________

Parent Name  





Parent Signature  ___________________________
Date:  






Period:     


