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Adam of the Road. Elizabeth J Gray, Robert Lawson (Illustrator).   Adventures of a thirteenth-century minstrel boy. Newbery Medal winner, 1943. 

Alanna: The First Adventure. Tamora Pierce.   During the Middle Ages, a young girl changes places with her brother so she can become a knight.

Anna of Byzantium. Tracy Barrett.  In the eleventh century the teenage princess Anna Comnena fights for her birthright, the throne to the Byzantine Empire, which she fears will be taken from her by her younger brother John because he is a boy. 

The Black Arrow. Robert Louis Stevenson.   Set during the Wars of the Roses, Stevenson's story embraces love, battles and a confusion of identities as Dick is caught in the quest for his father's murderer and for the hand of his true rose, Joanna Sedley. 

Black Horses for the King. Anne McCaffrey.  Galwyn, an orphan who is mistreated by his uncle, attaches himself to the kindly and encouraging King Arthur and is trained in the care of horses, becoming his farrier.
The Book of the Lion. Michael Cadnum.  In twelfth-century England, after his master, a maker of coins for the king, is brutally punished for alleged cheating, seventeen-year-old Edmund finds himself traveling to the Holy Land as squire to a knight crusader on his way to join the forces of Richard Lion heart.

The Canterbury Tales. Geoffrey Chaucer, David Wright (Translator). A collection of 24 stories, 22 of which are in verse.  David Wright's prose version of Chaucer's classic. 

Catherine, Called Birdy. Karen Cushman.  The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a journal in which she records the events of her life, particularly her longing for adventures beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to avoid being married off.
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court. Mark Twain.   Twain's famous tale of the time traveling American who brings his nineteenth century skills & knowledge to sixth century England. The Yankee strives to correct the injustices of this time, but even he comes to recognize that his modern perspective does not have all the answers. 

The Crystal Cave. Mary Stewart.  Stewart's colorful Arthurian series, of which this is the first volume, centers on Merlin and is rich with history, magical enchantment, excitement, and charm.
The Cure. Sonia Levitin.   A young boy living in 2407 collides with the past when he finds himself in Strasbourg in 1348 confronting the anti-Semitism that sweeps through Europe during the Black Plague. 

The Door in the Wall. Marguerite De Angeli.  Set in medieval times, it is about a boy who learns about his own strength when he saves the castle & discovers there is more than one way to serve his king.

The Hollow Hills. Mary Stewart.  Re-creates the excitement of ancient legend.  Merlin the enchanter helps Arthur become King of Britain.
The King's Shadow. Elizabeth Alder.  A Welsh orphan is mutilated and sold into slavery before finding a place for himself beside England's last Saxon king.

The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. Howard Pyle, Howard Pyle (Illustrator). Stories about Robin Hood and the inhabitants of Sherwood Forest. 

The Midwife's Apprentice. Karen Cushman.   A homeless young woman in medieval England becomes strong as she picks herself up & learns from a midwife to be brave. 

Of Nightingales That Weep. Katherine Paterson, Haru Wells (Illustrator) A story set in feudal Japan tells of Takiko, a samurai's daughter, who is sent to the royal court when her mother remarries. 

Over Sea, under Stone. Susan Cooper, Margery Gill (Illustrator).  Three contemporary children enter the world of King Arthur in this the first volume of The Dark Is Rising series. Followed by: The Dark Is Rising (1973); Greenwitch (1974); The Grey King (1975); and Silver on the Tree (1977). 

Parsifal's Page. Gerald Morris.   In medieval England, eleven-year-old Piers' dream comes true when he becomes page to Parsifal, a peasant whose quest for knighthood reveals important secrets about both of their families. 

A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver. E L Konigsburg, E L Konigsburg (Illustrator). Eleanor of Aquitaine tells her story in heaven while awaiting her second husband, Henry II. 

The Ramsay Scallop. Frances Temple.   In 1299, 14-year-old Elenor & her betrothed nobleman are sent on a chaste pilgrimage to Spain & hear the stories of their fellow travelers. 

Rowan Hood, Outlaw Girl of Sherwood Forest. Nancy Springer.   In her quest to connect with Robin Hood, the father she has never met, thirteen-year-old Rosemary disguises herself as a boy, befriends a half-wolf, half-dog, a runaway princess, and an overgrown boy whose singing is hypnotic, and makes peace with her elfin heritage. 

Saint George and the Dragon. Trina Schart Hyman (Illustrator), Margaret Hodges (Retold by).  A reworking of the English tale as it appeared in Edmund Spenser's Fairie Queen.   Caldecott Medal winner, 1985. 

The Seeing Stone. Kevin Crossley-Holland.   It is 1199 and young Arthur de Caldicot is waiting impatiently to grow up and become a knight. One day his father's friend Merlin gives him a shining piece of obsidian and his life becomes entwined with that of his namesake, the Arthur whose story he sees unfold in the stone. In this many-layered novel, King Arthur is seen as a mysterious presence influencing not just one time and place, but many. The 100 short chapters are almost like snapshots - not only of the mythic tales of King Arthur, but the earthy, uncomfortable reality of the Middle Ages. 

The Shining Company. Rosemary Sutcliff.  Set in Britain in 600 A.D., this extraordinary novel tells of the mustering of an army and its ill-fated campaign against the invading Saxons. Prosper, younger son of a feudal chieftain and the story's hero, is called to the company as a shield bearer, trained in the arts of war and sent into battle.

The Sign of the Chrysanthemum. Katherine Paterson.   At the death of his mother, a young boy sets out to find his samurai father in twelfth-century Japan. 

A Single Shard. Linda Sue Park.   Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters' village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself. 

There Will Be Wolves. Karleen Bradford.  In this novel set in the Middle Ages, Ursula, who is accused of witchcraft, must join a crusade that is leaving Cologne to go to Jerusalem.

The Squire's Tale. Gerald Morris.   In medieval England, fourteen-year-old Terence finds his tranquil existence suddenly changed when he becomes the squire of the young Gawain of Orkney and accompanies him on a long quest, proving Gawain's worth as a knight and revealing an important secret about his own true identity. 

The Sword in the Stone. T H White, Dennis Nolan (Illustrator).   Merlyn the sorcerer teaches young King Arthur about magic and history. This story and its sequel, The Witch in the Wood (1939), were revised to become the first two parts of The Once and Future King (1958). Recommended. 

The Trumpeter of Krakow. Eric P Kelly, Janina Domanska (Illustrator).   Mystery surrounds a precious jewel and the youthful patriot who stands watch over it in a church tower in this novel of 15th-century Poland. Newbery Medal winner, 1929. 

Note:  All of the titles have the Reading Counts quiz. 
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