Annotation Supplies

Annotating requires you to think critically about a text. Annotation involves writing in the book (using post-it notes), engaging the author in conversation, questioning, and clarifying main points. The following supplies make annotating easy.

You need:

1. Post-it Notes: different colors or sizes if possible 

2. An Annotation Journal: A way to keep a record of your annotations for each chapter in an organized way

3. Your Book

Instructions

You will be annotating The Bean Trees for each reading done outside of class from this point on (Ch.5-end). The goal of your annotations is to collect evidence for an essay, debate, or examination. The following instructions will help you annotate:

· As you read, use your post-its to make note of important passages, information, new understanding of characters, symbols, themes, or motifs. 

· Your post-it notes should mark the passage’s place and make a brief note for you to remember why you selected that portion. These notes should include symbols such as stars, check marks, phrases, questions, question marks, words, etc. in addition to a brief phrase about its importance/significance.
· At the end of each chapter or section, review your annotations and create an Annotation Journal that describes at least three of the passages you marked and why, five vocabulary words that you found from the reading and their definitions, and an illustration for the chapter that will help you remember its contents (either by hand or on computer).
· Possible themes or symbols to look out for:

· Motherhood

· Importance of names

· Importance of place/environment

· Immigration

· Civil Rights

· Abuse/neglect

· Beans

· Plants

· Birds

· Rebirth

· Women’s place in society

· Any others you identify
