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Welcome to English 9!  It is an honor to be able to share your first year of high school with you, and there is no better curriculum to begin your journey than the works available in this course.  Over the course of the next year, this class will read and analyze a variety of novels, short stories, plays and poems.  These texts will provide a means for students to convey their knowledge through formal essays, short writing assignments, journal entries, class discussion, and creative projects.  This class will seek to determine and challenge the ability of the student as well as to encourage growth and exploration as individuals in a community of learners.  I am looking forward to a great year.

Texts and Core Works: we will be reading some or all of the following in no particular order:

Short Stories from English 9 textbook

Romeo and Juliet

Of Mice and Men



Black Boy

Lord of the Flies



Various selections from other texts
In addition to our reading, we will supplement some of the units by watching portions of films including but not limited to Romeo and Juliet (1968), Romeo and Juliet (1996), and Lord of the Flies (1963).  These films have been approved by the district.  Please contact me if you have any questions or reservations about these choices.

Class Requirements: You will be required to read all assigned texts. Each unit of study will include journal writing, homework, written assignments, quizzes and exams with the occasional long-term project. Class time will be primarily dedicated to collaborative work, class discussions, and direct instruction including guidance on assignments and projects. Also, the first 10-15 minutes of class will be devoted to Sustained Silent Reading.  SSR allows for students to engage in active reading in an environment conducive to learning.  Attendance and punctuality are crucial to your success in the class.
Materials: The students need to bring the following materials to class everyday starting 10/2/08.

· Spiral Notebook or Composition book (at least 100 pages)

· English section in binder for papers, handouts, loose-leaf paper, etc.
· Novels for independent reading

· Assigned texts

· Classroom supplies: pens, pencils, highlighters …
Grades will be posted online and can be accessed through the Aeries portal.  Please contact me if you have any questions about student progress. Grades will be calculated based on a point system. The following are examples of point value ranges for various assignments: Projects 50-100 points; Tests 30-50 points; Quizzes 5-15 points; Essays 50-100 points; Classwork and Homework 10-25 points; Daily Journal Writing or Silent Reading  3 points.

Grading Scale:  90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% =C; 60-69% =D; 59% and below =F 

Late assignments will be marked down one letter grade (10%) for every day passed the due date. If a student is absent on or before the due date, he/she will have one day for every day they were absent to submit assignments for full credit. Once the number of days the student was absent after the due date has passed, then the student will be penalized one letter grade for every day the assignment is late. It is the student’s responsibility to inform him/herself of missed assignments when they are absent.  Make-up tests and quizzes must be scheduled with me the day the student returns to class.
Conduct Expectations: You are in high school now and entering adulthood.  As such, the policy concerning your conduct in my class is one built upon respect.  Respect your teacher, your classmates, and your classroom and you will be treated with respect.  This means that any negative comments or criticism will not be tolerated.  Also, any electronic devices need to be turned off and put away before class begins.  Consequences for violating any of these policies will be similar to the progression outlined in the tardy policy.

Tardy Policy – Canyon Crest Campus Wide Policy: You need to be in your seats and ready for class to begin when the bell rings in order to not be tardy.
1st Tardy = Verbal Warning

2nd Tardy = Teacher contacts parent

3rd Tardy = Teacher refers student to a 4-hour Saturday school

4th Tardy and Subsequent Ones = Teacher refers student to assistant principal

Academic Honesty Policy: Avoid compromising your integrity and intellectual experience by cheating. Please come see me with any questions or concerns on avoiding plagiarism. The SDUHSD Academic Honesty Policy which can be found on the district website.
“We cannot hold a torch to light another's path without brightening our own.”
-Ben Sweetland

Feel free to contact me with any questions.  I prefer email to phone calls as the class phone rings through, but if you would like to call please be mindful of school hours.  I look forward to working together with you this semester.
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